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THE 


Adventures of Capt. Winterfeld. 


2 will be totally irrelevant to the preſent purpoſe, to 
trouble my readers with any of the particulars of tho 
Juvenile part of my life: I ſhall therefore proceed to thoſe 
points which more immediately laid the foundation of my 
misfortunes, by the loſs of a moſt amiable wiſe, about fix 
weeks after Providence had bleſſed us with the firſt pledge 
of our mutual love in a daugher, 

This unhappy event, which happened in my twenty- fifth 
year, in my native country of Scotland, produced a ſettled 
melancholy, which nothing could divert, or even time 
efface ſrom my mind: nor could the arguments of ſriengls; 
or the ſtill more powerful advocate of a youthful conftt» 
tution, naturally diſpoſed to ſhare the joys of ſocial and 
domeſtic life, prevail on me to renew thoſe vows. which 
death had fo fatally diſſol ved. . » 

My mother, who was a moſt exemplary character, had 
for lome years been a widow ; and that turn for gaiety;. 
Which had accelerated the death of a beloved huſband, had 
at therſame time reduced her from a (tate of competence to 
haidly abare exi{tence, the old lady, therefore, now lived 
with ine; and ſhe endeavoured, by the-kindeſt offices, and. 
the mo{t unremitted attention, to ſooth that aftlict:on in 
which ſhe was but too well qualifed to ſympathize, She 
repreſented 1o me the conſolation ſhe had herſelf derived 
from the polſethon of a child w hoſe all:&ignate regards had 
in time reconciled her to life, and puinted out the mot} 

: * * 
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Raticring reſemblances in our reſpective ſituations, My 


attention was perpetually directed to ſome new diſcovered 
attrattion in my little Penelope ; but though every com- 
munication of this nature apparently gave me a tempora— 
ry happineſs, yet I never failed on ſuch occaſions to pay 
dearly in private for the refteQons they as conſtantly pro. 
duced, on the ineſtimable value of thoſe charms of which 
I wes for ever deprived. 

In this ſtate of mind I remained on half-pay till the 
commencement of the American conteſt ; when my*Teglt- 
ment was put into commithon, and ordered on that ſevice. 
At this period my daughter had attained her tenth year; 
and prelented every day a ſlionger reſemblance of her de- 
parted mother, as well in perſonal as mental accompliſh- 
ments. A fortnight only was allowed me to repare for 
my cmbarketion ; and frequently, in this painful interval, 
though not without firmneſs, my check glowed with the 
conlciouſneſs e thoſe tears, which the powerful operations 
of nature forced from their latent ſpring, as I preſſed to my 
boſom my only child, with all the heartfelt forcbodings of 
parental apprehenſion; ar.d often did her little watchful 
eye mark the hy. aps of the full tear, and printing with 
her quivering lip the track which it had purſued, inquire 
the unconſcious cauſe in accents of evident anguiſh, and 
with looks of yet ſtronger expieſſion. From the moment 
in which the unwelcome ſummons had arrived, my mother 
ceaſed not to intreat me that 1 would: avail myſelf of the 
plea of indiſpoſition, to which I was fo fully entitled, ag 
the only means of remaining at hume, where my health 
was alone likely to be re-eſtabliſhed ; but I diſdained to 
liſten to motives which might leave my reputation liable 
to the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, and prepared with alacrity to 
obey the call of honour, 0 : 

Having made the neceſſary arrangements, I took leave of 
my aflettionate mother, and my dear little girl, with that 
mournful kind of adien, which ſeems to relinquiſh the 
hope of ever again bcholding the objects from which the 
ſutfuſcd eye unwillingly turns away, For a few moments 
I folded them i my arms; and recommending them to the 
mercy of Heaven, with a ligh, which I vainly endeavoured 
to ſuppreſs, I haſten trom all 1 held dear, without once 
dariry to look back ; and, fortifying myſelf againſt thoſe 
ſounds of anguith which Fancy preſented loudly to my ea,, 
went on bon, the tranſport which was to convey ih 
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troops acroſs the Atlantic, and arrived ſafe in America, 


after a paſſage of about fix weeks, 

It was not till after my departure, that Mrs, Winter- 
field experienced the full force of grief. In her kind efforts 
to conſole my aflliftion, ſhe had, as it were, 1 
ceſluion of her gon anguiſh; but now, far fr 
vouring to reprels the con{li&t in her boſom,ſh: abandoned 
herſelf to ſorrow, and wept almoſt inceſſantly, till the fatal 
account arrived.of the battle of Bunker's IIill, where ſo 
many Britiſh officers ſeemed cruelly ſelected for laughter ; 
when, not at all doubting that my name was included in 
the liſt, her agony increaied to ſuch a height, that ſhe be- 
came inſtantly diſtracted, and continued in that moſt me- 
lancholy of all ſituations upwards of {ix months, before ſhe 
could poſſibly be ſatisfied that I (till lived; nor would ſhe 
at laſt have been convinced, had ſhe not received an in- 
controvertible evidence of my ſafety under my own hand. 

In the mean time l contratted the ſtriteſt intimacy with 
my ſuperior officer, Colonel Bellinger, who never failed 
to conſult me on every affair of moment, whether of a 
private or a profeſſional nature. d 

The colonel was about eight years younger than myſelf; 
he was likewiſe a native of North Briten; but married a 
lady of immenſe fortune in England, by whom he had two 
{ons and a daughter. His chief reſidence, when at home, 
was in the county of Norfolk. The lady of Colonel Bel- 
linger doated on him to diſtraction, and continually im- 


ern him to quit a profeſlion ſo unfavourable to their, 


oves, and the neceſſity of purſuing which had heen hap- 
pi'y prevented by the kindneſs of fortune; but the nice and. 
elicate ſeelings of a ſoldier's honour prevented his acqui- 
eſcence in a requeſt of this nature, though his denials coſt 
him many a pang, He often communicated to me the ſoutce 


of his regrets; but he was (trengthened in his reſolution: 
by the + 1 an of a heat which, though tender as that. 


of on infant, was equally a ſtranger to fear vor deceit, 


For upwards of four years we conllantly fought together, 


and neither of us had reel ved the leaft hurt. About this 
time, however, | was ſlightly wounded in the leg, as Wo 
went out together to teconnoitre; but in leſs than three 
months the wound was entirely healed, 

My fears had been awakened by this accident, for tho 
ſituation of my Penelope and her grandmother, to ſuch a 


degree as to produce 4 violent fever ; and the culonc),.who 
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never ceaſed to viſit me at leaſt once a day during my 
confinement, having diſcovered the cauſe of my anxiety, 
which a becoming delicacy had prompted him as much as 
poſſible to conceal, charged himſelf, on the honour of a 
ſoldier, with the care of Mrs. Wintethield, and my little 
daughter, ſhould that event take place at any future pe— 
riod, which he doubted not I ſhould happily eſcape on 
the preſent occaſion. The kindneſs and generohty of 
this aſſurance contributed more to my ſpeedy recovery 
than all the efforts of the ſurgeon, the Amolt exertions 
of whoſe {kill had hitherto been baſlled by the mental diſ- 
eale of his unhappy patient, 

Shortly after my recovery, an expedition up the country 
was projeaed, and it was executed by us with ſucceſs, 
In our return, however, an accident occurred which had 
nearly proved fatal tothe colonel, Having — tr every 
appearance of an enemy, while we one day halted to te— 
licve the ſoldiers from the falſgue of a long march, the 


colonel, who was remarkably fond of fowling, propoſed 


an excurſton for that purpoſe in neighbouring wood. 
Myſelf and two other officers were of the party: and we 
ugreed to divide two and two, and not to penetrate moro 
than half a mile or a mile at fartheſt, without ſorming a 


junction at that diſtance, as nearly central as poſhible from 


the {pot where we ſet out, 

The colonel and I were together; and we had not pro- 
ceeded more than five or fix hundred yards, when we were 
alarmed by a general «diſcharge of muſquetry, Onadvancirg 
towards the ſpot from luce the ſound proceeded, we dit- 
covered ix armed ſavages engaged with the oflticers from 
whom we had jull ſeparated, A couple of ſavages likewiſe 
lay wounded ou the ground; and the colonel and melevel. 
ling our pieces brought two more to the earth: he other 
four, terrified at this unexpected ſtroke, fled with precipi- 


tation tewards a thicket where the colonel was ſtationed; 


and before he or | could reload, had beat him down with 
their muſkets, and would in a few, minutes have diſpatch- 
ec! him with their tomahawks, had not I and the other two 
officers, with deſperate re ſalution, immediately ruſhed to 
his aſliſtance, _ each of us transfixed an aſſailant with 
our bayonet. "There was now only one left ; and he would 
have proved ſutticiently formidable for the deſtruction of 
the colonel, againſt whom his arm was already raiſed, 
had not I, with great preſence of mind, relinquiſhed my 
muiket ; and, ſpringing on the ſavage among the buſhes, 
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brought him inſtantly to the ground ; while one of the 
oficers, who had by this time diſengaged his bayonet, 
plunged it into his body. 

The colonel had received two violent contuſions on his 
head, and was otherwiſe much, bruiſed and wounded in 
ſtruggling with the ſavages, I bound up his wounds; and, 
vith the aſſiſtance of ſome officers, ca tried him to his tent, 


chere the [Kull being examined by the chief ſurgeon, it 


vas found io be tgribly fractured in two places, 

A party of men were now ſent to {eaich the wood, and 
o bring an account of the ſavages ; and 1 gave particular 
lirettions, that—if either of them yet ſurvived, he might 
e brought into the camp, and, if pollible, cured of his 
vounds, as the means of dilcovering whether this ambu— 
cade had been treacherouſlly formed ; inſtances having of» 
en occurred in the courſe of this unhappy war, where the 
(Meetation of loyalty had occalioned a fatal confidence in 
the unſuſpecting fuldicr, who was frequently drawy into 
ſuch ſituations, by theſe diabulical machinations, waich 
admitted no pollibility of eſcape, 

During this time, Colonel Bellinger grew rather worſe 
han better; and the ſurgeon, deſpairing of reducing the 
Mmincipal frafture, recommended the application of the 
repan, which the colonel vehemently oppoled 1 per» 
eiving that the cure would probably be as much defeated 
y; the adoption of an operation, to which he could by no 
neans ſubmit without the moſt alarming apprehentions, as 
rom the total neglett of this mealure, however profeſſion. 
ly advileable, ſeconded the colonel's reſolution with much 
parent conſidence; aſſerting, that I-had known worle 
ractures totally healed, by a more patient proceſs, under 
far leſs ſkilful ſurgeon, This declaration had its full 
ect both with the ſurgeon and his patient: the farmer 
wlitely, though faintly, acquieſced in foregoing his inten— 
ion, under a bare pollibiluy, as a return tor my compli. 
nent to his ability; and the latter, tranquillized by alſu— 
ances ſo conlonant to his wiſhe:, ſubaued by degrees 
hat impatience and perturbation of mind which had 
greatly contributed to retard his cure. 

Colonel Bellinger, in his firſt intervals of recollection, 
ſtex expreſſing his gratitude to me for an attachment which 
ie could never reward, had preſſed upon me the accep- 
ance of an inſtrument, in which he bequeathed me the 
am of three thouſand pounds, as a teſtimonial of his 
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f\iendſhip. - Indeed, I was perpetually with him; and 
the knot of amity was, if poſſible, ſtill cloſer drawn, as | 
well by the dangers and ſufferings we had both experien- 1 
ced, as from the kind conſolation we had in our turns 
mutually received and adminiſtered, | 

The colonel had been confined to his tent about ten. 
weeks, when word was one morning brought by the ofli. 
cer who commanded a foraging party the preceding even. 
ing, conſiſting of twenty men, that a band of at leaſt a 
hundred ſavages had chaſed them to within halfa league of 
the camp, and appeared to be on the lJook-out for ſmall M.. 
parties. I expreſſed my indignation at being harraſſed by 
theſe petty aſſailants; and immediately ordering out a hun- 
dred men to follow, unperceived at a ſmall diſtance, I ad- 
vanced myſelf with only ten towards the ſpot where they 
were firſt diſcovered. This was near five miles diſtant Nie 
from the camp: and we had not proceeded far beyond the Ion 
place which had been deſcribed, when upwards of a hun- frre 

dred ſavages ſuddenly appeared, and came on to the attack Nhe. 
with great fury. My little party made a ſhew of retreating, IM... 
but ſtill kept up a running fire, till I perceived my corps ou. 
de reſerve, when they immediately turned on the purſuers WM, .; 
and after leaving near thirty dead on the held, put the reſt | 
totally to flight, We now continued the purſuit, and had Hout 
juſt come up within reach of the fugitives, when a new 
ambuſcade, conſiſting of at leaſt fifteen hundred, ſuddenly 
iſſued forth from an adjoining wood, and in an inſtant cut 
off the foremoſt of our party. I eſcaped, but not without] 
difficulty, and brought to my companions the diſagreeable 
news of a defeat, though oppoſed by a gallant reſiſtance, 
and the loſs of almoſt the whole of my company. 

I received ſeveral wounds during this engagement ; and 
the next day was ſeized with a fever, which continued with 
unabated violence for three weeks, at the end of which 
time my wounds were in a moſt hopeful way, and promiſed 
fair for a ſpeedy recovery ; but my exertions to ſerve the 
colonelon a particular occaſion haviug made me catch cold, 
I fell into arelapſe, which threw me into a more dangerous 
way than ever, and the ſurgeon 2 of a recovery, 
But youth and a good conſtitution, however, in about ſix 
months ſo far prevailed, that my wounds were nearly heal- 
ed; and I was adviſed by my ſurgeon to go to Europe, To 
this requeſt General Cornwallis did not in the leaſt abjett : 
he had a long while beheld, with concern, my affliftions, 
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nl reſolved, the firlt opportunity that ſhoulll reſent 
elt, to gratify my delire of viliting my ffiends in Europe. 
In occalion loon offered {or thele ſervices to my native 
guntry : ſome diſpatches of a private nature being to be 
10ug lt to England, 1 was the man pitched upon to bring 
he packet to the court of London, a 

Atter having taken a ſolemn farewell of the colonel, my 
od friend, 1 {ct oll on my journey, and arrived ſoon after 
ct New York, from * embarked for Old England. 
Nothing remarkable occurred at the beginning of the 
OVage, 1 was in high ſpirits at the idea of once more be- 
olding my dear Penelope and her grandmather, and re- 
oiced to think 1 ſhould furprize them agreeably, nut hav- 
ny previoully informed them of my coming to England. 

it was in the depth of winter, a ſeaſon when the Atlan- 
ic Ocean is particularly dangerous; and the veilel having 
the nly a fingle deck, was very uncomfortable; and, very far 
an- Wfrom beigyg a quick ſailer, made very little way amidſt thoſe 
ack Wheavy ſeas, often ſhipping ſo much water, that her hands 
ng, ¶ could ſcarce keep her above waer, and ſometimes loling 
TP5 Wour canvas by the heavy ſquails which ſucceeded a few 
hours of mike Haw weather. 
eſt Having nearly ran out our reckoning, we began to look 
out for land, which we expected to be the northern part of 
Ireland. However, matters aſſumed quite a different aſpect; 
ily Wand the weather proving ſtill worte, our t-nd'ig pb, a 
very old one, but our lait, was blown © 10:5; And 
having none left on board, with great difhculty „ unbent 
the remaining part of the ſail, and mendea id in the beſt 
© manner the weather would permit. 
The violence of the weather till continuing, we went 
nag under an caſy fail, a double reefed mainſail and jib. Ne. 
ith vertheleſs, ſoon after, two pair of our formaſt main ſhrouds, 
hh on the larboard lide, were carried away, being old and un- 
led able to reſiſt the ſeverity of the weather. On this we im- 
he mediately ſet up ſtoppers; and got a runner and tackle as 
d, lupport to the maſt; lying to under a ballanced mainlail, 
ul as it blew extremely hard. Ihe next day, the wind ſhifting 
ode W. N. W. and blowing more violently, we wore 
[1x * and laid her head to the ſouthward; but about eight 
A- oclock in the morning our two fore main ſhrouds, on the 
To ſtarboard fide, were carried away, which obliged us to get 
t up another runner and tackle for the additional ſecurity of 
"FF the maſt, For ſeveral days the weather was intolerably bad, 


— to any other ſhip, or ſeeing any land, The wea- 
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the ſeas exceſſively heavy;and the continued peals of thun 
der joined to our incapacity of carrying any lail, unleſs fore. 
a few hours, threw a — over our lituation, which is 
not to be conceived by any but thoſe who have unhappily 
experienced ſomething like thole circumſtances, 
uring all this time I had but little reſt either of body 
or mind, My anxiety to reach my native country, and my 
deſire to fulfil m commiſſion, which I knew would raiſe 
my character and fortune, made me very unealy at the dil. 
appointment I experienced in the ſevere viciſlitude of, the 
weather, which all along militated againſt my ſanguine 
wiſhes and expectations. 
We had been now at ſea upwards of two months without 


er began to moderate, — the change did not carry 
the appearance of any great duration; and, indeed, next“, 
day, to our unſpeakable mortification, it came on to blow MY? 
as hard as ever at W. N. W. ſo that our fore ſtay and fore 
ſheets were not only torn away, but the fore-ſail itſelf rent Lc 
in pieces; and what added conliderably to our lols, was the 15 
not having any other to put in its place, In this fituation * 
we lay to, as before, under a double recfed main-ail, the a 
impetuolity of the ſtorm (till continuing, and the ſea rol. = 
ling mountains high, and we all expetting that the veſlel « 
would prove leaky, as ſhe ſtrained inconceivably hard, M 
Scudding away, however, on the following day, under © 

the ſqusre ſail, about two in the morning, the tack unfor-M 
tunately happening to give way, this ſail was torn all to MW} 
a that we were alſo obliged to cut that fromthe yard, 
and heave to immediately under bare poles, till the main— 
ſail was balance reeted, One misfortune is generally the 
forerunner of another; at leaſt we found it o; for while 

we lay to in the lame gale of wind which deſtroyed our Aa 
ſquare ſail, che flying jib blew overboard from a ne ſet of 

vinte, although it was a new ſuil, and made of top gallant 4 

Juok, Notwithſtanding all thele accidents, we made {ome 
little way at intervals, under an eaſy ſail, till being atteck- , 
ed by another violent gale, a dreadful (va broke two of our 0 
main chain-plates, and ſhattered our foreſail to uch of © 
degree as to render it utterly unſerviceable, "The only bi: 

of canvas we had now left was the mainſail, which wel * 
backed, and lay to, having no profpett whatever before us, , 
but what was pregnant with the bittereſt diſtreſs; ſor the 
coullick which our vellel had fo long maintained agaiull 
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avesand winds, had by this time occaſioned her to leak 
xceſſively; and our proviſions were ſo much exhauſted, 
hat we found it abſolutely neceſſary to come toan imme- 
iate allowance of two pounds of bread a week for each 
zerſon, beſides a quart of water and a pint of winea day, 
he alternative was really deplorable, between the ſhort. 
eſs of our proviſions, and the wreck of the floop.“ If we 
ept the latter from ſinking, we were in danger of periſhing 
ith hunger; and if we contrived to ſpin out the former 
ith a rigid perſeverance of economy for any time, there 
as but little probability of our being able to preſerve the 
ip, Thus, on either hand, little leſs than a miracle could 
ave us from inevitable deſtruftion, If we had one acci-+ 
ental gleam of comfort on the one hand, the fate with 
vhich the other ſo vilibly teemed, gave an inſtant check 
o our ſatisfation, and obſcured every riling ray of hops 
ith anTnſtant cloud of horror and deſpair, | 
We met, indeed, two veſlels, one from Jamaica for 
London, and another to Dublin from New York, who 
would probably have relieved us, had there been a poſſi. 
hility in ſo ſevere a gale to open any communication from 
ſhip to ſhip. All they could do was to ſpeak to us; a eir- 
cumſtance which the reader's own imagination muſt natu- 
rally ſuppoſe did nota little add toourmilery, Diſappointed 
of {uccour in this inſtance, we were under a neceſlity of 
contracting the little allowance which had been lately ſet- 
tled ſor each man, and continued gradually leſſening the 
quantity of proviſions, till every morlel was entirely ex- 


J hauſted, and not above two gallons of dirty water remaining: 


in the bottom of the caſk, In this dreatlful ſituation we beat 
upon the water (even days without meeting with any reliefy 
I was now, from incellant fatigue, and want of neceſlaries 
reduced to keep my cabin, and began to look upon myſelf 
as devoted to the waves; and tocomplete the calamity, the 
captain of the vellel, the only converſable perſon on board, 
died in the cot by my fide, He had been all the paſſage in- 
a very weakly condition, and often lignificd his diſſolution 
was near at hand. In fact it was {o; for he died almoſt ſud. 
denly; and by his will left me in poſſeſſion of the veſſel, 
which was his own; but, alas! it was a miſerable inheritance, 
and, upon the whole, a fatal misfortune; for it entailed a 
miſerable misfortune upon me, asthe ſequel will announce, 
Ihe firſt thing the ſailors did, after 1 took the command: 
of the veſlel, was to leize the cargo, which was natural 


6 


o "8, * 


19 ru AUVENTURLS Ol 7 
enough, as they obſerved that the lading, which was wit 
and brandy, were the only things they hud now remain; 
in the world ; and that I muſt not be Curprized if the 
made very free with both for their ſupport, I could ne; 
ther be ſorry nor lurpriged at this motion, What gave m 
concern was, the continual excels to which they drank 
and the continual courle of execration and blaſphemy, 
which was occaſioned Hy that excels, For my own Patt, 
I ab(tained as much as pollible from wine, and very glad. 
ly huſbanded the dregs of the water caſk, whichutterward: 
proves of infinite ſervice tome, and may be not imprope! 
ly reckoned an eflential means of my furviving a comp! 
cation of the moſt allliting calamities, 

Our vellel had been for ſome time tolled abort, at the 
mercy of the winds and waves, when, in the midſt of ow 
deſpair, we were ſuddenly tranſported with the moſt ex. 
travagant ſenſations of joy, by a diſcovery of a ſail to the 
leeward, the 25th of December in the morning, 

We all crowded upon deck; and hung out with the'ut 
moſt expedition a proper ſignal of diſtreſs; and about el-- 
ven o'clock had the unſpeakable ſatisfattion to come neat 
enough to the ſhip to engage her in converſation, to inform 
her of our diſtreſſes, and to obtain from the captain an ak 
ſurance of relief, Indeed, the promiſed relief was but 
ſmall; nevertheleſs, the ſmalleſt to people in our circum. 
ſtances was ineſtimable. It was to be nothing more than a 
little bread, which was all the captain aflured us that 
he could ſpare, as he himſelf was contraſted in everyother 
article. This, however, he ſaid we ſhould have ay ſoon as 
he had finiſhed an obſervation which he was taking, for it 
was now near twelve o'clock, Having no doubt in na- 
ture but the captain would punQually perform his promile, 
I retired to cell myſelf in the cabin, being much emaciated 
with faſting and fatigue; and labonring at the lame time, 
not only under a very dreadful flux, but a ſevere rheuma! 
tiſm in my left knee; my ſight allo was conſiderably im- 
paired ;. ſo that, upon the whole, 1 exhibited as (triking a 

icture of miſery as could poſlibly be painted to the eye ut 
unagination, FOE 

bad not been many minutes in the cabin, when my 
people came running down with looks of unuttetable 
deſpuir, and informed me, in accents [carce intelligille, 
that the velſel was making from us as fall us the could, an 
that nothing was now left fur us but inevitalle . 
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QruAtiond I crawled up to the deck, at thus terrible ins- 


mation, With all the 3 I was maſter of, and fountq, 


to my 22 ho aſlliftion, that their vecount was but 
too true.“ The captain had ſhaken the rects out of their 
topſails and mainſail, and in leſs than live hours, having 
a fine breete in his favour, was entirely out of light. As 
long as my poor fellows could retain the leaſt trace of him, 
they hung about the ſhroud, or ran in a ſtatq of abſolute 

hrenzy, from one part of the ſhip to the other, to collekt 
Nill more vilible ſignals of diſtrets. They pierced the air 
with their cries, encreaſing in their lamentations as he 
jeſſened upon their view, and ſtraining ſheir very ,eye-balls 
to preſerve him in fight, through a deſpairing hope that 
tome dawning impulle of pity would yet induce him to 
commiſerate our {1tuxtion, and lead him to ſtretch out the 
bleſſed hand of relief. But, alas Uto what _—_— did we 
exhauſt our little ſtrength in ſupplicating for compaſſion, 
or aggravate our on misfortunes with a fruitleſs expetta- 
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tion of ſuch a change? The inexorable captain purſued his 


courſe without regarding us; and ſteeled, as he undoubtedly 
mult be, againſt every ſentiment of nature and humanity, 
probably valued himſelf not a little upon his dexterity in 
caſting us off, « Notwithſtanding I mult feel an everlaſting 
indignation againſt this barbarous man, for ſlattering peo» 
ple in our circumſtances with promiſes which he never 
meant to fulfil, I ſhall not hold him up to univerſal deteſ- 
tation or infamy, by communicating his name to the reader, 
Ifhe is capable of reflection, his own conſcience muſt ſuffi< 
ciently avenge my cauſe; and God grant that the pungency 
of that conſcience may be my only avenger. One — 
of his cruelty I mult not forbear to mention. At our firſt 
meeting 1 told him, neither 1 nor any of my men would 
doſire a ſingle morſel of his proviſions. provided he only 
tobk us out of our own wreck ; in which we were every 
moment expoſed to the mercy of the wa es, us our leaky 
were continually encreaſing,and'the men declining in their 
ſtrength in proportion as the necellity grew urgent to em- 
ploy them at the pumps, This requelt he ablolutely re» 
fuſed ; though the indulgence of. it might, in any ſucceed 
ing diſtre(s, have done him an eſſential ſ+rvice, and could 
not poſlibly have expoſed him to thelealt inconvenience, 
My peoplebeing thus unhappilycutofffrom all aſſiſtance, 
where they were (©, fully perſuaded of meeting with inſtant 
relief, became now ws much 1 withtheirdilippoint, 
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ment as they were before tranſported with their joy, A 
deſperate k ind of gloom ſat upon every face, which ſeemed 
regardleſs of the horror that was continually expected to 
burſt upon our heads, at the ſame time that it indicated 
a determination to put off the fatal moment to the utmoſt 


* verge of pollihility, Actuated, there!ore, by a reſolution 
i! of holding out as long as we were able, we turned our 
ul thoughts upon a pair of pigeons and a cat, which we had 
| not yet deſtroyed, and which were the only living animals 


on board beſide ourſelves. The pigeons were killed for 
our Chriſtmas dinner; and the day following made away 
11 with our cat, calling lots for the leveral parts of the poor 
creature, as there were no.lefs than nine of us to partake 
of the repaſt. The head fell to my ſhare; and in all m 
clays 1 never feaſted on any thing which appeared lo deli. 
ciousto my appetite, The piercing ſhar nels of neceſſity 
had entirely conquered my avertionit ech food ; and the 
rage of incredible hunger rendered that an exquilite re— 
ale, which, on any other occalion, I muſt have loathed 
with the moſt inſuperable diſguſt, Afier the cat was en- 
tively conſumed, my people began to [erape the barnacles 
hom the ſhip's bottom; but the relief attorded from thi 
expedient was extremely trivial, as the waves had bewen 
off the greater number that were above water, and the 
ten wete infinitely too weak to hang over the ſhip's ſide 
to gather them. Their continued intoxirations, however, 
lvwmned, in forme mealure, to keep up*their (pirits, though 
+ haftened the deſtruction of their health, and every dawn 
of rolleRtion Was carried off Inge ſtorm of blaſphemy and 
4661 AHA q 
Fur my own part, I imbibed the ftrongeſt averſion Img. 
inahle to wine, The eomplicatvd dilorders under which 
Lb oured induced me io abſtain from it at firſt 3 and as 
the men were perpetually heating it in the (luviege, the 
Foell of it became offenti ve to the falt Aeg reef to that 1 
ſublifted entirely, on the dirty water, half a piyt of whieh, 
wunsther with a fow drops of Turlingron's billam, being 
118 whole allowance Tir — and twenty hots, In this 
(Atttatton [ pat iche lv expottec| the defliny which 1 thought 
it utterly linpollible to, avoids and had It not been for the 
pangs Which | felt on arcount of my Penelope and her 
another, | ſhould have longed for the moment of dit. 
unten, and rejulced at the — of that awful) pOio( 
which Wat to put an end to all my misfortunes. 
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When the reader comes to conſider our total want of ne- 
ceſſaries, that the veſlel had been for ſome time leaky, that 
I myſelf was emaciated with ſickneſs, and had but one ſail 
in the world to direct her; when he conſiders that the 
men were either too weak, or too much intoxicated, to pay 
a neceſſary attention to the pump; when he likewiſe con- 
ders the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, that it blew “ dc Decen: » 
« ber,” as Shakeſpeare phiales it, and is told that we had 
not an inch of candle, nor a morſe] of fluſh to make anv, 
having long lince eaten up every appearance. of either 
which could be found; when the reader comes to conſider 
21] theſe things, and is, moreover, informed, that the vo + 
neral diſtreſs had deprived me of- all command on board 
my own ſhip, he will ſcarcely ſuppoſe that I could fullun, 
any new misfortune; yet ſuch was the ſeverity of my del. 
tiny, than on the 28th of December (being then driven 
far to the northward by a ſeries of ſoutherly winde) wr. 
were overtaken by a moſt dreadtul tlorm at N. W.by N.an«| 
N. W. and had our only remaining bit of canvas, the 
mainſail, torn entirely away, lo that we were now become 
a wreck in the fulle tenſe of the expreſſion 4 and death 
became ſo leemingly unavoidable, that 1 even gave up 
Nope, that lait conſolation of all the wretched, and ropen 
ed for an immeiia'e launch into the dreadful gulph of 
mo Providence; however, thought proper tv dil 
pole of Us otherwily 1 and everlaſting thanks to his infi= 
wWite mercy, | am (ill alive o labour for the advancement 
of my lle family, 

To this period of my relation I have been able to pro: 
eved elrevinitanially from a reference to my juurnal, The 
remainder, as 1 grew from this thne uten unable ts 
hold a pen, is neec(larlly eollefied om my memory, anal 
from mono andums wv hiek l male at nie; vals ut the molt 
remarkable occurrences. The yeader will reculiett; that 
the laſt mortel of meat that we taſted was var cat an the 
vbih of December, On thy 19th of Janumy tullowyng, 
— li tolled about at the dileretion of the lea an. 
wind, my mate, at the head of all the people, came to ine 
into the cabin, half drunk, indeed, but with looks lo full uf 
horror, as ws indicated the nature uf thelr dreadful 

urpoſe, and infortued me, “ that they could hold out ty 
longer e that their tobacco was entirely exhaulted that“ 
"they had eaten up ell the leather belonging to the 
„% pump, and even the * of their Jacks that u 
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« they had ne chance in nature, but to caſt lots, and tv 
« ſacrifice one of themſelves for the preſervation of the 
« reſt: they therefore expected my concurrence to the 
« meaſure, and deſired me to favour them with an unme. 
© diate determination,” 
Perceiving them in liquor, I endeavoured to ſooth them 
From their purpoſe as well as I could; begged they would 
retire to „ and that, in caſe Providence did not inter- 
—4 in their favour by the next morning, we would con- 
ult farther on the lubjeft. Inſtead of regarding my re- 
queſt, however, they ſwore, with a determined horror of 
exetta ion, that what Was to be done, muſt be done im- 
mediately 4 and that it was indifferent to them whether I 
acquieſred or not for although they hach been ſo kind as 
to acquaint me wich their relulution, they would oblige 
me take my change, as well as the others, Hine the ge- 
wal misfortune had levelled all diflinftion of perlons, 
As | hail long expetted lome violence to mylelf, from 
the excels of their intoxication, I had for ſome time taken 
to my arme, to prevent furprise] but, alas! this was an 
idle precaution, as 1 was by no means able to repel forev 
by force, Finding them, therefore, {till deaf ta my remon- 
ranges, 1 told them they might purſue their own courſe; 
hut that I weuld on no account either give orders for the 
death of the perſon on whom the lot might fall, nor par- 
take, by any means, of ſo ſhocking a repalt, To this they 
anſwered, that they would not aſk my conſent toſlaughter 
the vittim; and us to eating, or not _—_ I might juſt 
follow the bias of my own inclination, v0 ſaying, they 


left me, and went into the ſteerage ; but ina few minutes 


came back, informing me, that they had each taken a 
chance for their lives, and that the lot had fallen on a 
Neyo, who was part of my cargo. The little time taken 


to call the lot, and the private manner of condudting the 


deciſion, gave me ſome ſtrong ſuſpicions that the poor 
Fthiopian was not altogether treate _— but, on recol- 
leftion, I almoſt wondeted that they had given him even 
tlie uppearance of an equal chance with themlelves, The 
milerable Black, however, well knowing his fate was at 
hand, and ſecing one of the fellows loading a piſtol to 
diſpatch him, ran to me, begging I would endeavour to 
fave his life, Unfortunately for him, I was totally with- 
out power, They therefore dragged him into the ſteerage, 
where, in leſs than two minutes, they ſhut him through 
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the head, They ſuffered him to lie but a very little time, 
before they ripped him open, intending to fry his entrails 
for ſupper : there being a large fire made ready for the 

rel But one of the foremaſt-men, whole name was 
Fames Campbell, being ravenoufly impatient for food, tore 
the liver tom the body, and devoured it raw as it was, 
notwithſtanding the fre was at hand, where it could be 
immediately drelled, The unhappy man paid dear for ſuch 
an extravagant inpatience, for in three days after he died 
raving mad, and was the morning of his death thrown 
overboard ; the ſurvivors, greatly as they Wiſhed to pie— 
ſerve his body, being fearful of (hating his fate, if they 
ventured to make as free With him as with the unfortunate 
Negros hut to return, 

the Black altording the people What they deemed 4 
luxurious banquet, they were buly the prineipal part uf 
the night in fealting on him. and did not retire 10 reſt till 
two in the morning. About eight o'clock next day, the 
mate came to alk my orders relative o the pickling the 
body ian inſtance of brutelity which ſhocked ie fo much 
that I graſped a piſtol, and muſltering all the (t1ength 1 | 
Was maſier of, I proteſted that unlels he inſtantly quined 
the cabin, I would ſend him after the Negro, Seeing 
me determined, he withdrew but muttered, as he went 
out, that the provihon ſhould be taken care of without 
my advice; and that he was lorry he had applied to me, 
ſince I was no longer conſidered as maſter of the ſhip. 
Accordingly, he called a council, when it was unanimoulty 
agreed to cut the body into ſmall pieces, and to picklejt ; 
atter chopping oll the head and fingers, which they threw 
overboard by common conlent, 

Ihree or four days after that, as they were ſtewing and 
frying ſome ſteaks, as they called the ſlices which they cut 
from the poor Negro, (for they ſtewed theſe lices firſt it 
wine, and afterwards either fiied or broiled them, ) 1 could 
hear them lay, D--n him, though he would not conſent 
„to our having any meat, let us give him {ome;” and im- 
mediately one of them came into my cabin, and offered 
me a ſteak; I refuſed the tender with indignation, and 
delired the perſoun who brought it, at his peril, io make the 
oller a ſecond time, In fact, the conſtant expectation of 
death, joined to the miſerable ſtate to which 1 was re- 
duced, through ſickneſs and fatigne, to ſay nothing of my 
botror at the food with which I was prelenmed, emirely 
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took away my deſire bf eating. Add to this, that the 
ltench of their r frying threw me into an abſy: 
jute fever, ans that this fever was aggravated by a ſtrong 
feurvy, and a violent (welling In my legs. Sinking under 
fuch an accumulated load of affiiftions, and being more: 
over, fearful, if 1 cloſed my eyes, that they would Turprize 
and murder me for the next ſupply, it ss no wonder that 
1 loſt all reliſh for ſuſtenance, In reality, It would have 
heen wonderful had I preſerved the leaſt and therefore 
my abſtinence da not altogether ſo meritorious as it others 
wiſe would have been, 

Notwithſtanding the exceſſes into which my people ran, 
they nevertheleſs huſbanded the Negro's carcale with the 
{-vereſt economy, and (tinted themſelves to an allowance 
Which made it laſt for many days. But when it was nearly 
expended, | could hear them frequently conſulting among 
one another, on the molt expedient courſe to provide an- 
other ſupply. "The reſult of all thoſe determinations was 
to deflroy me, before they ran any riſque of deſtroyin 
themſelves, Ihe reader will naturally ſuppoſe, that if 
ſlept little before J received any poſitive knowledge of 
their intention, 1 flept (till leſs when I became acquainted 
with their deſigns, In proportion as the Negro grew leſs 
jo in propor on my apprehenſions were encrealed ; and 
every meal which tn 4m down to, 1 conſidered as a freſh 
upproach tomy deſtruftion, 

n this manner matters went on till the 23th or 2£gth of 
January, when the mate, with more generolity than I 
could expett, from the nature of their late private conſul- 
rations, came to me again at the head of the people, ſay- 
ing, that the Negro had for ſome days been entirely ca'en 
up; and as no vessel had yet appeared, to give us the moſt 
diſtant glimmer of relief, there was a necellity for caſting 
lots again, ſince it was better to dit ſeparately than all at 
once, They then allo told me, that they did not doubt 
but I was now hungry, and would of courſe take my 
chance with them as I before had done, when my ſitua- 
tion was infinitely leſs deſperate. * I again m—_— to 
argue with them, and obſerved, that the poor Negro's 
death had done them no ſervice, as they were as greedy 
and us emaciated as ever, I'therefore adviſed them to 
Jubmit to the diſpenſations of Providence with .temper, 
and offered to pray with them for an immediate relief, or 
an imine diate eternity. The anſwer which they gave to 
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this Was, that they were now hungry, and must have forme: 
thing te eat 1 and therefore |t Was ho time 40 pray | and 
if did not Inſtantly eonfent ts east lots, they would in⸗ 
(lantly proceed without me, 

Finding them \hus (nflex(ble, and having but tag much 
reaſun to (ylpett ſome foul proceedings unleſs 1 beeame 
a principal agent in the affair, J made (hift to riſe up in my 
bed, ordered pen, ink, and paper, and called them all into 
the cabin, There were (even of us now left and the 
lots were drawn in the ſame manner as the tickets are 
drawn for a lottery at Guildhall, The lot, indeed, did 
not fall upon me but it fell on one David Flatt, a foremaſt- 
man, the only man in the ſhip on whom I could place 
any certain dependence, The ſhock of the deciſion was 

reat; and the preparations for his execution were dread ful. 
Ike fire already blazed in the ſteerage, and every thing 
was prepared for ſacrificing the wretched victim immedi- 
ately, A profound lilence for ſome time took poſſeſſion 
of the whole company, and would probably have conti- 
nued longer, had not the 1 victim himſelf, who 
appeared quite reſigned, delivered himſelf to the ſollow- 
ing effe& ; “ My dear friends, meſſmates and fellow-(uf- 
« 4— all Il have to beg of you is to diſpatch me as ſoon 
4 az you did the Negro, and to put me to as little torture 
4 ax you can,” Then turning to one James Doud, (the man 
who ſhot the Negro,) * It is my deſire (ſaid he) that you 
& ſhould ſhoot me.“ Doud reluQantly aſſented. Ihe un- 
happy victim then begged a (mall time to prepare himſelf 
for death: towhich his companions very cheerfully agreed, 
and even ſeerged at firſt unwilling to inſiſt upon his for. 
feit life, as he was greatly reſpected by the whole ſhip's 
company. A few diaughts of wine, however, ſoon ſup- 
preſſed theſe dawnings of humanity : nevertheleſs, to ſhew 
their regard, they conſented to let him live till eleven the 
next morning, in- hopes that the Divine goodrieſs would, 
in the mean time, raiſe up ſome other ſource of relief. At 
the ſame time _ begged of me to read prayers, promifin 
to join me with the utmoſt fervency. I was greatly leaſe? 
with this motion; and, though but little able to go through 
a taſk of that kind, I exerted all my ſtrength, and had the 
ſatisfaction to obſerve that they behaved with tolerable 
decency. p | 

Fatigued with reading ſo muchyI lay down almoſt ready 
to faint, yet could hear the whole ſbip's company talking 
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to the wretched Flatt hoping that the Deity would inter- 
pole for his preſervation 4 and —— him, though they 
never yet could catch, or even lee, a liſh, they would at 
day-break put out all their hooks again, to try if any thing 
could be caught te mitigate their diltreſſos, or to avert the 
leverſty ot his ſentence, oye ay however, the poor 
fellow, unable to ſtand (he fuck of his deſtiny, grew 
altunifhingly deaf by midnight, and was quite (delifious b 

four in the morning, His meilmates dilguvering- this af. 
teration, debated whether it would not be an att of humas 
my to diſpatch him immediately; but the firlt reſolution 
ta ſpare him till eleven vilibly preponderating, they all re« 
tired io reſt, except the perſon who was to take care of the 


portance it was to preſerve the fire, and therefore never 
went to bed without leaving a centinel to keep it up, 
About eight o'clock the next morning, as | was ruminat- 
ing in my cabin on the approaching fate of the poor fellow, 
who had now but three hours to live, two of my people 
came haſtily down, with looks full of the ſtrongeſt ex- 
preſlion, and ſeizing my hands, without ſaying a lyllable, 
gave me no little apprehenſion that they intended io poſt. 
one his fate for ſome time, ard to ſacrifice me in his ſtead. 
We the more confirmed.in this opinion, as the unhappy 
man {till continued out of his ſenſes, and on that account 
might be judged improper ſuſtenance : eſpecially as, not- 
with (tanding all their neceſlities, they threw Camp- 
bell overboard through a fear of catching his infection. 
Fraught with a notion of this nature, I diſengaged mylelf 
as well as I was able, and ſnatching up one pf my piſtols, 
reſolved to ſell my life as dearly as I could, The poor 
men gueſling at my miſtake, with fome difficulty told me, 
that their behaviour was not the effect of an ill intention, 
but the actual conſequence of their joy; that they had 
deſcried a ſail to the leeward, which appeared to be a large 
veſſel, and that ſhe ſeemed to ſtand for us in as fair a di- 
reftion as we could poſhbly wiſh. The reſt of the crew 
came down immediately after their companions, and con- 
firmed the report of a ſail; but with this material dif- 
ference, that ſhe ſeemed to bear off upon quite a contrary 
courſe. | | 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the exceſs of my ttanſport on 
hearing that ttere was g ſail at any rate in ſight : my joy 
in a manner 0\Crpgwered me; aud.it was not without tas 


fire, In all their exceſlcs, they were ſenſible of whateims - 
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wttnoſt exertion of my ſtrength that 1 deſired them to ule 
every expedition in making a lignal of dillreſs, Our vel 
ſel, indeed, telt, was a mult (iiiking lignal 4 but as thers, 
Was 4 pollihility for the ſhip in view tv \uppoſe that there 
was nut a living creature on board, 1 judged it abſolutely 
expedient to prevent the likelibovd vi ſu dreadful a Hul. 
take, My poor men found my orders now ſo elſential tg 
their own, preſervation, that 1 was ubeyed with all imagl» 
able alacrity and had frequently the inexpreflible hap» 
pineſs io hear them jumping on the deck, and 'erying 
dut, “ ſhe nighs us 3 ſhe nighs us; ſhe is ſtanding this 
„Way.“ The {hip coming viſibly nearer and nearer, my 
cops now began to think of their unfortunate wellmate 
'latt, who was, however, utterly unable o receive an 

account of the deliverance which was lo * at hand: 
nevertheleſs, in the midſt of all their lympathy for his 
ſituation, they propoſed a cann of joy; and it was with the 
greateſt difficulty that I could prevail on them to acknow- 
ledge the ſtiong impropriety of ſuch a mation in their 
prelent circumſtances, +I obſerved that if they appeared 
any way diſguiſed with . the captain might probably 
; and endeavoured 10 convince 

them that their deliverance in a very great meaſure. de- 
— upon the regularity of this moment's behaviour, 

y remonſtrances had ſome effect; and all, but my mate, 
who had for a conſiderable time abandoned himſelf 40 a 
brutality of intoxication, very prudently poſtponed ſo un- 
umelyan indulgence. 

After continuing for a conſiderable time eagerly obſerv- 
ing the progreſs of the veſſel, and undergoing the moſt 
tumultuous agitation that could be created by io trying a 
ſuſpence, we had at laſt the happineſs to ſee a boat drop 
a- ſtern, and row towards us full manned, with a very vi- 
gorous diſpatch, It was now quite calm ; yet the impa- 
tience with which we expeRted the arrival of the boat was 
incredible, The many diſappointments we had met with 
in the courſe of our unfortunate voyage, filled us with an 
apprehenſion of ſome new accident, that might fruſtrate all 
our hopes, and plunge us again into an aggravated diſtrels, 
Life and death ſeemed, in ſhort, to fit upon every ſtroke 
of the oar; and as we {till conſidered ourſelves tottering 
on the very verge of eternity, the conflift between our 
wiſhes and our fears may be ealily ſuppoſed by a reader of 
imagination, The boat at length came along-lide :- bug 
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our appearance was ſo ghaſtly, that the men reſted upon 
their vars, and, with Woks of inconceivable aſtoniſh- 
ment, demanded what we were, Having ſatisfied them in 
this point, they immediately came on board, and begged 
we would uſe the utmoſt expedition in quitting our miſe. 
Table wreck, leit they ſhould he overtaken by any gale 
before they were able to recover their ſhip. At the ſame 
time ſeeing me totally incapable of getting into the boat 
without. aſſiſtance, they provided ropes, by which I was 
quickly let down; and my people followed me, I need 
not, I believe obſerve, with all the alacrity they pofleſled. 

But our expedition was delayed by the recollettion of 
= Flatt, while three of the men returned, and brought 

im into the boat; but he was yet inſenſible of his happy 
deliverance, 

We were now juſt preparing to ſet off, when one of 
my pcople cried out, that my mate was (till on board.. In 
the general hurry, every man's attention was engaged by 
the thoughts of his own preſervation : and it was almoſt a 
matter of wonder, that any body remembered the abſence 
of the mate, He was, however, immediately called to, 
and, after ſome time, came to the gunnel, in a ſeeming 
aſtoniſhment at ſuch a number of people; the cann of joy, 
with which he had been buſy, having completely eraled 
every idea of the preceding-occurrences from his recol- 
letion, Having got him into the boat, we inſtantly put 
off, and in about an hour came up with the ſhip, which was 
rather better than two miles from the wreck ; and we were 
received with a humanity on board that did the higheſt 
honour imaginable to the character of the captain. When 
we came along-ſide, he, together with his paſſengers and 
people, were upon deck, from an equal mixture of com- 
pallion and curioſity z but out hollow eyes, ſhrivelled 
cheeks, and ſquelid complexions, had ſuch an effett upon 
them, that the _ Nitlelf abſolutely ſhook with hot 
tor; as he Wis politely leadiiig the to the cabin, and genes 
toully thanking God for being made the intrument vt our 
deliverance, 

Before | procecd farther, It will be proper t6 [form the 
reader of the perfon 16 Whoſe benignity my people and ! 
wers indebted! for our preſervation. His name Was The: 
nas KEyres, of the American (hip Bulanna, in the Vik 

Ini de, who was returning from Virginla % Lun 

4 to the latter of which places his velfel belonged, 
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1 had vo ſooner got on board, than, dropping on my 
knees againſt a hencoop on the deck, I poured out my 
ſoul in a ſtrain of the (incere(t gratitude, to the great 
Author of all things for the abundance of his mercy : and, 
in the fulneſs of my heart, began alſo to expreſs my ſen». 
bility to the captain for his readineſs to alliſt the diſ- 
trelled. He begged | would be ſilent on the ſubjeRt, at 
leaſt for that time, and adviſed me to take a little reſt ; aſ- 
ſuring me, at the ſame time, that my people ſhould be treat- 
ed with every neceſſary atten ion. 

I had not been on board three or four days, when I found 
ſome little inclination to eat, the reſt which I had taken 
during that interval giving me ſome diſtant dawnings of an 
appetite : | therefore hinted my defire to the captain, who 
had repeatedly applied to me from my firſt arrival to take 
a little food, and he immediately ordered ſome ſago to be 
boiled, of which 1 ate, without finding any reliſh what- 
ever, my taſte being rendered inſenſible, as I apprehend, 
from ſo lorg a diſcontinuance of ſuſtenance. The unde» 
viating tenderneſs which the worthy captain ſhewed to 
every thing which concerned. my caſe, or tended to the 
recovery of my health, in a ſhort ume made me able to 
crawl upon deck by myſelf, though at firſt I could by no 
means face the wind, The air, however, did me incre- 
dible ſervice; and 1 continued daily increaſing in my 
ſtrength, | | 

My readers will be anxious to learn the ſituation of the 
condemned victim, poor Flatt. On his being brought on 
board, the good Captain Eyres adminiſtered to him ſome 
medicines, which he had provided for the voyage; and in 
two days we had the gratification to find his delirium 
ahated, and his reaſon return. I attempted to acquaint 
him with bur reverſe of fortune; but either his head was 
* too weak, or his joy too great, to bear the effects of ſo 

ugden and affefting u tiaviition, ard he fell back appas 
rently lifeleſs and mottionlels We were apprehenſive this 
checumſtanse had now proved fatal to Hith but the cup- 
tity, With my afliflanee, applying n ſome eln 
water, and after wards forme cordial, Whith he happened to 
have In the cabin, he came to himſelf In about an hour, 
th the great Jy of all prelent, 

We lid not, however Ing enjoyed this happy tren. 
en of fortune, before 4 Freth calamity ſeemed ready te 
involve us and threatened nyt only to Fall upon my 
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people and myſelf, but in ſome meaſure, through ou; 
means, upon an Eyres, his paſſengers, and ſhip's 
company. The ſhip, it ſeems, a few days before ſhe took 
us up, had been attacked by a hard gale of wind, in which, 
ſhipping a heavy ſea, they loſt four hogs, four or five 
hogſheads of freſh water, forty or fifty head of fowls, 
and twenty or thirty geeſe and turkies. She had alſo loſt 
her cabooſe and copper; and, in ſhort, had ſuffered not a 
little: although, to the infinite credit of her commander, 
theſe misfortunes did not occaſion the leaſt djminution of 
his humanity when he was called to hy the voice of 
diſtreſs. "Theſe loſſes, _—_— with the unexpected addi. 
tion of ſeven perſons, and a long ſeries of very bad wea- 
ther. obliged the captain to ſet all hands to an allowance, 
Which was eſtabliſhed at two pounds and an half of bread 
per week, a quart of water, and half a pound of. ſalt 
proviſion a day, for each man on board, In this ſituation, 
with a head wind, and the pumps continually at work, 
his ſhip being very leaky, we began to keep as good a 
Joosk-out as poſſible, in hopes of meeting with ſome veſlel 
which, might oblige us with a ſalutary ſupply of provi- 
fivhs. No veſſel, — encountered us, but a French. 
man from Cape Francois, who ſtood as much in want of 
neceſſaries as ourſelves, The next day we fell in with a 
ſhip, a Dutchman outward bound, who, to our great com- 
fort, informed us we were near Oporto z but that, if we 
did not keep a good look out, we ſhould certainly be made 
& prize of by three Algerine gallies, Who were then cruiſing 
in thoſe ſeas, The maſter «firmed this upon his word 
and, after giving what ammunition he could ſpare, pro. 
eeeded on his voyage. lt fell hazy about three o'clock 
the next morning, and at ten b'clock ut night we plainly 
heard the firing of guns, which ſeemed at no great di 

tance, This alarm mate us prepare for an engagement in 
eaſe of the worſt; that is meeting a corfair, to whom we 
Were reſylved not to (urrender tamely, By break of day 
the next morning, We diſcovered three ſhips about threes 
or four leugues to leeward, Ceptein Eyres preſently 
conſulted What Was moſt adviſealhle, whether to (tay and 
(peak with them, or to make the beſt of uuf way, At laſt 
(upon What reaſons 1 know fot) it Was determined that 

we ſhould flay, It Was not long belore we diſtovered 
- thoſe three Algerine ſhips to be men of war, who, eſpying 

(heir prey, endeavoured 1 come up with us, Which about 
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night they eſſected. Whilſt they were coming up, Captain 
Eyres ſeemed reſolved to fight them, and accordingly 
made preparations to receive them; but in the night his 
company altered their counſels, let their reſolutions dic, 
and agreed to run for it, Ihe Algerines perceiving our 
delign, ſent one of their number to chaſe us, which they 
did till the morning. At break of day they began to fire, 
and after a ſhort conflict boarded and took us. We had 
fix lain, and many wounded, | 

he [miles of fortune were but as a gleam of ſunſhine 
in a diſtant latitude in the middle of winter; for the 
tranſitory Elyſium which we found on board the Suſannah 
from the humane Captain Eyres, was ſucceeded by a ter- 
rible reverſe, We were now ſlaves; but even ſlavery, 
ſo abhorrent to the human heart, was a relief io our for- 
mer diſtrelles. 

Many weeks they kept us cloſe priſoners at ſea, We 
found many Engliſhmen in their (hips, Nlaves like our. 
ſelves, from whom we had no other comfort, than the con- 
doling of each other's miſeries, From them we learnt @ 
{mattering of the common language, which would be of 
ſome uſe to us when we ſhould come to Algiers, where, 
after a pallage of live or fix weeks, we were landed. 

As ſoon as we were pu! aſhore, for the firſt night, we 
were locked down in a deep and naſty cellar 4 ſome in- 
conveniencies we felt, but they were nothing to what we 
feared, Ihe next day we were carried, or lad, of rather 
diiven, to the Viceroy's or Dalli4y's palace, who, uccords 
ing tv the cuſtom, and his own right, is to have the tenth 
man for his dividend of the (laves, 

When the next market-lay came, we were driven like 
beaſts thither, and expoled to public lale, Their ervelty 
iv great but their covetouſnels erer their ervelty, 
Could they make ns much of us dead as they make alive, 
thut lo boch the intereils of cruelty and of covetouſneſs 
might be ſecured and reconciled, we were all well aflured 
what would have been our lot, | | 

| was (ould the firſt murket day to 4 Tagarecn ; and the 
Het adventure 1 met With after | Was brovight to my pa- 
trun's houſe on (ty | mult gow coll him) Had well 27 
elt me my life, His father, being defiruits ts (86 his (ort's 
pennyworth, commande me up Into 4 gallery Which 
Hooked Into the enurt, when he began £3 Infult over me 
with i pportable Jeviny 8 upon me becauſe I 
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was a Chriſtian, and caſt out ſome expreſſions which did 
really reflect upon the perſon of my Redeemer ; (though I 
have heard worſe ſince.) My neck was not yet bowed, 
nor my heart broken to the yoke of bondage. I could not 
well brook, becauſe I had not been uſed to then, ſuch 
language; and becauſe I could not expreſs mylelf in the 
Moreſco, or Lingua Franc, I ſupplied it with ſigns; I lig+ 
nified, as well as 1 could, that their Prophet was but a 
cobler. I confeſs my meaning was no more, than that Ma- 
homet, by the help of Sergius, a Neſtorian monk, and 
Abdulla, the Jew, had patched up a cento of Jewiſh and 
Monkiſh fopperies, which now compoſed their religion, 
But he, without the preamble of railing words, fell upon 
me with ſevere blows, Whatever rage ant fury his hands 
or feet could execute, that I felt; and my intieaties did 
but enrage his choler : ſo that J ſaw I could ſeoner blow 
gut the fire with a pair of hellyuws, than leniſy his pallion 
with prayers. I had no other way but to make an offer of 
leaping down out of the _ into the court ; and 4here- 
fore clapping my hands upon the rails, as if I would throw 
myſelf heudlung down over them, and rather chuſe to re. 
veive my death from the pavement than his hands, he pre. 
{ently aſſuaged, if not his rage, yet the execution of it, The 
vid gentleman knew very well, that if I loſt my life, his fun 
mu doe le preſent money, and future profit z for there 
is le madle but bf a dead man's kin; ard thereſore he ves 
{pited my further puniſhment till my patron's return; and 
then, Indeed, this reputed blaſphemy of mine with full 
ery Wis tat tied te his ears, and it loſt nothing in the tel- 
Viaigy but Was aggravated to fene purpoſe, My pattern, 
being naturally a very paſſionate wan, laid nothing, bit, 
without examination, drew out his long knife, (which 
they conſtantly wear by their lides,) and 1nade at ne, and 
had doubtleſs put an end to my life and — at once, 
head not his wife, who was then ſeaſunally prefent, pre- 
vented him, and {weetened him into a mare moderate 
temper, Sanne will be ready enough to lay, that I was but 
a martyr to ny own folly ; that this was not a place for 
diſpute, but ohedience, Well, I learnt from hence two 
lellons; one, that when the body is a ſlave, the reaſon muſt 
not expect o be fiee; und where the whole outward man 
is in bondage, the tongue muſt not plead exemption ; and 
a {ccond, that it is fair fur flaves to enjoy the Ireedom of 
their own conſciencet, without reviling anothet's religion, 
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though erroncous : and this wit I bought, as it fell out, # 
pretty good penny worth. 

When the ſtorm was over, my employment was aſſigned 
me, oe they had rather ſce a ſlave dead than idle ;) and 
for about half a year it lay in drudging on errands; bear- 
ing burdens, * diſcharging other domeſtic ſervices at 
command, wherein the only conlideration was that it was 
commanded, 

At this time my patron had a part in a man of war, 
which carried twelve guns. She being at ſea (with ſome 
others of the ſame place) met with an American ſhips 
ſuden with dollars, and other commodities from Spain 
and bound for France, one Jones being maſter, and, after 
a very (harp though ſhort diſpute, the Algerines carried 
her, and brought her late home, Ihe adventurers divided 
their booty auc being high town with this ſucceſs, they 
reſolved to fit her out again to carry more guns, and from 
hence grew ny new employment. Upon the carpenters 
| attended ; waited on the limits, ton yet the iren-work 
hited and finiſhed; and truly he allowed mn more for 
porterage than to the ordinary haminely, or common 

orters; | 

When this (hip was now fitted for another advantures 
71 told me 1 mult go in er. 1 pleadeil that lwas. 
no {vaman, underſtood nothing gf the mariner's art 4 and 
as he could expett little ſervice from me in that Kind, ſo 
| mult expett more rigorous treatment, beeaule | could not 
act uit myſelf in the ſervice as Well as others, He re- 
moved my pleas, and promiled 1 ſhould not be wronged. 
Hit there Was more at the bottom than all this i for here 
« case of contelence offered elk, whether | might, with= 
out (In, in any ease fight again Ghriftians on the part of 
the common enemy of all Chriſtianity ?, The beſt teſolu⸗ 
tion 1 could give mylelf was this, that firſt, my employ: 
ment would gnly lis in managing the tackle, which will 


q kill nubody but it was replied, that without the due mas 


nagument uf the tackle, all the guns In the ſhip will kill 
nobody. Secondly, therefore, 1 anſwered, that it was nut 
evident 8 woul engage _ Chriltians more than 
all the relt ot mankind, for all the world are their ene- 
mies, who are rich enough to invite them, and tou weak. 
tw reliſt them, Hut my patron had a ſolution woprth all 
theſe; he told me peremptorily I muſt and ſhould go, In 
fact, his — were 7 with compulſion; and' 
4 | 
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whatever his authority was, he had more power than ! 
could deny, or ſtrength to feht: and fo go I did, Yet 
this will I ſay for him, he (poke to the captain and officer; 
of the ſhip to treat me crvilly ; that is, leſs cruelly than 
other flaves were treated, Ie gave me ſome money allo 
in my pocket, bought me cloaths, and laid me in provilion 
above the ſhip's allowance, 

Nine 8 we were at ſea, within and without the 
Stteighte, cruiſing and pickmooning up and down, At 
laſt we met with one pour American, whom we took, and 
lo retut nec. 

My pafton having been at great charges in fitting and 
farming out this wn Py the reprilals ſu flendetly an- 
{wering his great coſt, and vreater hopes, inlifted that ! 
ſhould allow him twp dollats per month, and live aſhore 
where 1 could; avil pet jt where 1 could. This was a hard 
chapter, that he who could nat maintain himlelf, thoiild be 
Eoin pe lied to cette to the maintenance of another, 
bt Was ihe te vette ere owt of vo flock, ank ts 
pay intereſt out of no priveipel ; but there Was no cons 
1 difig 3 and 1 lurned iy thoughts trite all forms and 
ſhapes; but all the projets that preſented themſelves were 
eneumbered with fo many difliciiliies, that they arnounted 
very near o impoſſibilities, The more J confulted, the 
further 1 ſound myſelf from a concluſion 3 and | could fee 
no way but ane, (hut that was worth a thouſand, could 1 
have made the beſt of it,) and that was to commit myſelf 
to (God, who had brought me into this {trait, — 
he would bring me out of jt, But that my truſting to Go 


might not be a clpak for lazineſs, or a pillow tor floth to. 


reſt upon, I adWfefled mylelf to an Engliſhman, whole 
condition was tat of a {lave, and whoſe calling was that 
of a taylor. He at firſt counſelled me to come and ſtay 
with him, and he would teach me to work at his trade. I 
accounted nothing baſe that was honeſt, and neceſſity 
would ennoble a {ar meaner employment, and very really 
cloſing in my thoughts with his motion, was ſuddenly 
elevated into mighty hopes that I ſhould now be in a ca- 
pacity not only to anſwer my patron's demand, but efcape 
his laſh. But my flraits were not it leems, great enough 
to magnify God's power in railing me; 1 was net reduced 
to that ,extremity which could give an opportunity to 
cxalt his appearing mercy; ſor when 1 came to him the 


ext dar; I perce; ved, by us filence, that his mind Was 
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changed and I was loth, either out of modeſty or pride, 
to give further trouble; and therefore interpreting his 
lilence to be a more civil way of denial, 1 left him, and 
once more launched into the wide world, 

In this forlorn poſture I wandered, but neither knew nor 
much cared whither, when Providence diretted me to 
another Engliſhman, who was litting in a little ſhop, He 
ulked me what news; and (as that which is uppermoſt 
always comes out lirſt) I prelently began the ſtory uf my 
deſperate condition; how the rigid law of my patron had 
impoſed two dollars per month upon me, and [ knew not 
where to levy the leaſt mite of it, He heard, conſidered, 
__ uy condition, and invited me to come and lit in the 
hop with himy but ſeeing gang bare walls, 1 aſked 
Him to What end ? What trade ſhould we drive there“ 
There was not much difference between ſtarving in the 
lreets and in the ſhop, Countryman, laid he, I drive an 
unknown trade t here 1 (ell lead, irony (hot, ſtrong waters, 
tobaceo, and many other things. "This motion was a great 
deal too good te be refuſed, and 1 think at that time no 
tolerable condition would have ſtuek with me, 

| acquainted wy patron with my defign, pleading I 
wanted (teck to let yp with! do he lent me a (mall modi» 
gum, and, with another pittance that 1 had privately re- 
lerved of my own, I began to trads, That very night I 
went and bought a parcel of tobacco; the next morning 
we dreſſed it, cut it, and ſuted it for ſale; and the world 
ſeemed to ſmile on us wonderfully, In this way of part-- 
nerſhip we continued for ſome while; and what we got 
clear we divided every week according o the proportion 
of our reſpettive ſtocks. In a while, nnding the world. 
to come in upon us, we ventured upon na lefs than a: 
whole butt of wine, Some money wo had, and ſome credit: 
this wine we drew out, and got conſiderably by it. But 
it is very difficult to maintain moderation in an exalted 
Rate, and our ſtate was capable of better and worle; for 
my partner being elevated with our good ſucceſs, grew a 
good fellow, and a bad huſband, negleQed his buſineſs, 
went tipling and fuddling up and down, and.the concerns 
of the ſhop and trade lay wholly-upon me, | 

It happened that one John Randall, who with his wife 
and child were taken in the Suſannah with myſelf, being 
put to the ſame ſhift with myſelf, and, as it is very com- 


mon, GA impoſed upon him by bis pas 
| 3. 
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tron, which he miſt ſcrape up where he could, and be. 
fides maintain himſelf, his wife and child, went up and 
down ſerking for relief 4 at laſt the poor man ſlraggled to 


bur (hop t his caſe made © yireat impreſſion on ine, I could | 


mot but eonfider the goodneſs of Gotl to me, that fon 
now be in a condition o advile and help another, who le 
lately wanted both myſelf i ſo 1 bade him eome In 1 ani 
find ng him to be a glover by trade, adviſed hin to learn 
i Wale eanvas Eloaths for ſeamen that are ſlaves: and fo 
my own part, he thauld fit rent tree; but If my pariner 
would inlift upon his molety, he mult he willing 16 ſatisfy 
him, for 1 had no power te determine on anothe1's right, 

though my condition was much better than that of 
thoutands, vet | could nat help often repining at the un 
tortunate condition I was reduced to, Penelope, my pow 
Penelope ! was almoſt always in my tight, My mother's 
tituation too gave me many times much ſuneaſineſs, and ſet 
me upon ſeverul experiments to eſſect my eſcape: but that 
time was not yet come; and though the ſeveral diſap- 
pointments hirt me much at the time, yet I now blcts 
Bod, I am able to praiſe his name for his manifold mer- 
cies undeſervedly conferred on me. 

Whilſt I was managing my trade very ſtoutly and fuc- 
.ceſsfully (John Randall working with me in my ſhop) my 
partner having now declined bufinels, and left all to me, 
one day I changed a twenty ſhilling piece of gold for 
ſilver with a friend, and having the money chinking in 
my hand, John Randall aſked me what I did with fo much 
money? I deſired him to keep it for me till our return, 
and he {ſhould know: for he not being very well, we 
agreed to walk out of the town to take the freſh air; a 
liberty which, for ſomewhat above a mile, is indulged to 
the ſlaves. When we had walked almoſt to the end of 
our tedder, 1 was deſirous to walk a little farther, view 
the coalts, if, perhaps, any advantage might offer itlelf af- 
terwards for an eſcape; though we actually defigned no 
ſuch thing. As we were prying about the ſea- ide, one of 
the ſpies, appointed conitantly to watch, leſt any of the 
flaves ſhould run away, ca:ne to us, and charged us with 
an attempt to make an eſcape, We flatly denied it, but he 
laid hold on us, There was no reſiſting, and accordinyly 
we attended him towards the city, Ay we drew near, 1 
eſpied ſome Engliſhmen at quoits';' for with1ach recrta- 
tiqus and diverons moo Wong now-and then to 


10 
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beguile the tedious minutes of lingering thraldom, 1 beck 
oned to one of them, Whom I knew, and pretending only 
to Whiſpe: with him, I ſecretly conveyed to him my purſe, 
wherein were ſeven pieces of eſght, We were prelently 
Met by another ſpy, and thoſe two led us to a littte blind 
houle, where they ſearched us, They took away the 
twenty ſhillings, which 1 had put Inte my friend's hand 
and linding nothing upon me, took away my doublet, an 
then brought us beine the Viceroy and his council, 
Wie were (tralghtly examined, and ſtrongly charged with 
an attempt 16 efrape, We peremptorily denied all, and 
Wand upon our Innoceney, affirming, that gur only defign 
of walking abroad was to take the treſh air. This exeuls 
was not accepted, and the battoon was commanded to be 
brought forth, We anſwered, we durlt not falſely accuſe 
onrlelves, nor make ourſelves criminal when we were 
not lo; and therefore, if ſuch were their will and plea» 
ſure, we muſt abide by it, and ſo we ſat down by the 
ſticks. | 
But the Viceroy, with his council, gathering from cir- 
cumſtances, and induced to believe us by our conſtant 
and reſolute denial of the fact, omitted at preſent any fur- 
ther puniſhment ; and only commanded us to be laid in 
chains in the Viceroy's priſon till our patrons ſhould de- 
mand our liberties, and tetch us out; and the next day 
we were both delivered, though with different fates; (as 
Pharaoh's chief butler and chief baker were both taken 
from priſon, the one to be advanced, the other to be hang- 
ed:) for John Randall's patron being very termagant, uſed 
that abſolute and unlimited ſovereignty which they pre- 
tend to have over their flaves, and commanded hin to 
receive three hundred blows upon the ſoles of his feet 
with the battoon in the ufual barbarous manner. As for 
myſelf, when I was brought home, the ſpy that feized us 
came and demanded money of my patron for his good 
lervice, not reckoning that he had any thing of me, which 
put him into a moſt deſperate fit of paſſion ; and calling 
me dog and Jew, and all to nought, commanded me to go 
to work in the looms with two other Engliſhmen that 
were flaves, and linen cloth weavers. But, alas, I was a 
bungler, and underſtood nothing of the draft avd myſtery 
of weaving more of leſs: but there I wrought till I had 
gilt all 17400 my hands on. Now, when he law that my 


labour this way would not turn to account, he rated me 
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for a loggerhead, and bade me fill quills for the other 1. 
two, Being now re from a bungling weaver to an 
excellent filler of quills, I continued about a month. My Ne 
ſhop all this while lay at ſixes and ſevens : what was be- 4. 
come of it 1 knew not, and durſt not for my life diſcover | ou 
any deſire to return to that employment. At laſt my pa. on 
tron aſked me for the money that he had lent me when J ag 
had firſt began to trade, I anſwered ſubmiſſively, that I uh. 
had not a farthing ; all my ſmall eſtate lay ina few goods; ||| (© 
and till they were ſold, I could not poſlibly repay him. ce 
Ile called one of his flaves, a Dutchman, and commanded th 
him to go with me, and turn all into ready money, and de 
bring it him. When I came to my old ſhop, there was wi: 
the neſt, indeed, but the birds were flown : for, in my W. 
abſence, poor John Randall, being lame, and not able to bu 
work, my partner ſome time before having left me, and I ve 
confined to another employment, ſome of theſe raſcals had ha 
broken open my ſhop, and thence carried away the best a 
of my goods; though my cellar was ſtill ſafe ; and ſome of If 
my goods I heard of, and recovered. What money I had 10 
was hid in the ground, as it was my conſtant way, That an 
night the Dutchman and myſelf returned to our patron, di 
and told him we could ſell nothing; whereupon he re. 
manded me to my ſhop, there to trade, paying him the uf 
two dollars a month, as I had done before, * 
Muy patron had been ſinking in his eſtate a pretty while, er 
The Lak ſhip he had put to ſea broke his back. At laſt he nz 
was grown inſenſibly ſo low, that it: could be no longer | . 
daubed with his repute, but he muſt be forced to tell all. {a 
his ſlaves to pay his debts, It was not much to me whi- * 
ther I was changed. 1 might change my goaler, and my it 
dal, but ſtill 1 was like to be a priſoner, I. might be th 
— and ſold, and ſold again, but ſtill my condition w 


was ſlavery. Yet one thing methought' was comfortable, 105 
that the laſt inſtrument of my bondage was come into at 
milery as well as myſelf. tl 
In the partage of his ſlaves, it fell to my lot and ano- > 
ther's to be mortgaged for a certain ſum of money, jointly in 
to two perions; the one a cap-maker; the other a grave 01 
old gen leman, who amongſt his own people had the re- g« 
pute of a good-natured and moderate perſon, as good. 'F 
nature and moderation go at Algiers. The day of pay- 
went came, the money was not paid, The cap-maker and Ir 


the old gentleman ſeized on us, and held us in common z I. 
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„ut ima while they roſolved to divide us, that each of us 
might know whom to call maſter, and whole whillle we 
were bound to obey, We were both ſummoned to appear 
at a certain place at mid-day, and much ado there was about 
our dividing, At laſt they agreed to caſt lots for us, 
only becauſe I was in a handſome way of trade, It was 
agreed, that he to whole {hare I ſhould fall, ſhould pay 
the other fifty doubles, which, if I compute right, is 
lomething more than fifty ſhillings ſterling, I was ex- 
ceeding tearful I ſhould fall to the cap-maker, for he had 
the character of a brutiſh, ill-humoured fellow. But God 
delivered me from that tyrannical gentleman ; and if 1 
was to be ſilent here, I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful 
wretch living, 1 found not only pity and compaſſion, 
but love and friendſhip, from my new patron. Had I 
been his ſon, I could not have met with more reſpect, nor 
have been treated with more tenderneſs. I could not wiſh 
a friend a better {late than I was in, except my captivity, 
If any thing could be mingled with bondage to make it 
{weet, if any thing could reconcile {lavery to nature, if 
any thing could beget an acquielcence in ſuch a ſtate, I 
did not, I could hot, want it. | FE 

In this condition I lived a long time, often rellecting 
upon the unhappy fituation of my little family at home, 
who mull. be miſerable upon my account g for of all the 
endeavours I uſed, I never could get a letter to England; 
nay, not ſo much as out of Algiers, fo (narrowly are the 
ſlaves looked after there. Indeed, I had ſometimes the 
latisfaction of meeting an American, or a countryman, 
who, like myſclf, had the misfortune to fall into ſlavery, 
in conlequence of the hoſtility that ſubſiſted between the 
thirteen provinces and the ſtates vf Barbary; but this 
was but ſmall conſolation : however, we participated our 
{orrows together; and I never failed of being as ſervice- 
able to them as it lay in my power, eſpecially if I found 
them of a lerious turn of mind, x indeed, the free- 
dom that I found in ſervitude, the liberty I enjoyed in 
my bonds was lo great, that it took olf much of the edge 
ot my delire to obtain, and almoſt blunted it from any vi- 
gorqus attempt after, liberty, that carried hazard in its 
tace, till at laſt I was awakened upon this ocraſion. 

Aly patrpy had a ſmall ſarm in the country about twelve 
miles from the city, whither he took me a ong with him, 
Ile had me to their markets, ſhewed me the manner uf 
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them, and at my return he loaded me home with all man. | © 
ner of proviſions, that I might make merry with my fel- Ihe 
low Chriſtians; and I had ſome reaſon to conclude, from lanc 
his great kindneſs to me, that he intended to ſend me tee 
there to manage the farm for him. However, I ſaw now hir 
evidently, that if I once quitted my ſhop. I ſhould loſe Put 
with it all means, all helps, and therefore all hopes, to rid Nor 
myſelf out of ſlavery; and though I might have 4 there 

a petty lord over the reſt of my fellow - ſervants, yet ſſavery O 
had in it ſomething of I know not what harſuneſs that 1 Pra. 
could not brook. Fetters of gold do not lole their nature, . 
they are fetters ſtill, Had Bajazet's cage been of gold, as * 
it was of iron, yet it was a cage; and that was provoca- l 
tion enough to a haughty ſpirit to beat out his own brains WY! 
againſt its bars. How to regain my liberty was the con- ect 
ſtant occupation of my thoughts; waking or ſleeping, my hap 
head was ſo full of different ſchemes, that 1 dreamed of NE») 
nothing elſe, However, an inſurmountable difficulty was for 
always in the way, I was ſo cloſely watched, that I could Ih 
not get ſo much as to the ſea-fide, without endangering IPE. 
myſelf to a ſtrapado, for the imputed crime of attempting ['*? 
my eſcape. I thought if I could once ſecret myſelf on e 
board one of the little gallies which were frequently run- wh 
ning over to Gibraltar with proviſions, I ſhouid make a NY"! 
good eſcape, But that was impoſſible for the reaſon juſt bri 
now alledged. — ſchemes came into my head, as idle IF“ 
and vain; ſome deſperate, others impoſſible; but at lab 1 Im. 
hit upon ane. that ſeemed more feaſible and practicable, 1. 

and in which I ſucceeded, as will be ſeen in its proper 7 

lace. 

8 Having formed the deſign, or, at leaſt, the rude draught, f 

and general mode of it, my firſt care was to open it to . 
ſome {kilful and faithful counſellors, who might more im-. 
partially diſcover to me its inconveniencies, where it was 
like to prove leaky, or to take wind; and firſt I acquainted I '*t 
Mr. Newton, a diſſenting miniſter, with it, and laid be- Ie 

fore him the whole of the contrivance; and he fo far ap- 
proved it, that he judged it poſſible. Next I acquainted I. 
one Robert Lake, who wiſhed it all good ſucceſs: and 
laſtly, I acquainted 'my friend John Randall, who ap- 
proved it: yet none of theſe could or would run the 
riſque of its miſcarriage. Mr, Newton was already de- 2 
livered from his patron, and in a fair way to be abſolutely 1 
' enlarged in a more ſafe and regular way; for not long af- cl 
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er our eſcape, came Captain Pack, of London, and paid 
the ſixty dollars, and took him along with him for Eng- 
land. John Randall had a wife and child, and theſe were 
too dear pledges to be left behind, and yet too tender 
hings to undergo our difficulties. Robert Lake was an 
antient perſon, and neither able paſſively to be carried in, 
nor actively to carry on a deſign that required ſuch hardi- 
neſs of body and mind to endure, and much ſtrength to 
go through with it. We bad nothing from them but 
prayers and counſels, which yet were the main ; and then 

next care was to take in partners and accomplices in 
he deſign, + 

But, before I would reveal the project to any of them in 
particular, I required an oath of ſecrecy, When a pro- 
ect was once mentioned, which promiſed in general their 
happineſs and welfare, I needed not to tell them in partt- 


ular what it droye at, they could guels that with eaſe; 


for what could be good or happy to ſlaves without liberty? 
This oath therefore they willingly took. I judged ſeven 
erſons would be enough to manage, carry on, and execute 


communicated it to no one perſon but the following, 
who engaged in it, though all of them did not go through 
with it: John Anthony, a carpenter ; William Adams, a 
bricklayer; John Jephs, a ſeaman; John Wills, a car- 
penter; and two others, whole employment it was to waſh 
{mall clothes at the ſea- ſide; and Vibſe alſo had their parts 
in 2 on the work, though they went not along 
1th us. | 

formed many objeCtions to myſelf about the propriety 
f eſcaping from my patron, who really uſed me well, 
and allowed me all the liberty 1 could wiltr: but the de- 
ire of ſeeing my native country once more, and one 
thought of England and its liberty, and of my poor Pene- 
lope, over-balanced every little ſcruple: So I determined 
to go, let the attempt coſt me what it would, During 
this time, I did all I could to learn intelligence of my old 
riend Captain Eyres; but all my attempts were vain; 
they had bgen ſold up the country, and were no more to 
be heard of, 

Thus all was clear and quict, and we went on with our 
leſign, which I now firſt opened to them, that I had con- 
'11ved the model of a boat, which, being formed in par- 
cls, and afterwards put together, might prove an ark (0 


it; and therefore, except the three before mentioned, 1 
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deliver us out of the hands of our enemies. This u. 
ſoon ſaid, and as eagerly embraced, Eſcape! was a ples 
fant word; the term Liberty! was muſic to our ears, an 
our wilhing hearts danced to the tune of it; and a bog 
was as promiling a means as any that could be imagine\ 
But when once their thoughts had cooled, and came invre 
ſedately to look into the difliculties of it, they appeare 
innumerable, and lome of them leemed infuperable ; and 
ſome things that had, at firſt view, paſſed current in 1 
own thoughts, yet, when they came to be examined more 
rigidly, there 74 conliderable impediments. When 
this boat ſhould he built“ was one ſtaygering queſtion 
Where it ſhould be launched, and where put to ſea? wet 
other objections: How we could eſcape thoſe Argus 
eyes, which were always obſerving us by day? was 
grovelling query: or how to get out of the city by night 
Whole walls are ſo high, whole gates are fo cloſely ſui 
and ſtrongly puarded? were other VExatious queſtiuns 
How we ſhould be rigged and victualled for ſuch a voyage 
was a conſiderable enquiry; and whither we ſhould ben 
our courſe was not to be lighted: But how (ſuch a litt 
kit, rather than « boat, ſhould be able to weather all th 
accidents of the ſea? was a grand queſtion, and enouy 
to drive us to — — 
Io ſthele objeftions I anſwered, that 1 had deſigned m 
Own cellar as the beſt pluce wherein to build the boat 
that, when it was there built, it might he taken to piece 
-ugain, and carried out of the city in parcels, and (towe 
In private places, till the ſcheme was ripe for execution 
that ſor a place where to put to fea, it Would be tim 
enough to determine upon when we had finiſhed oy 
veſſel; that Minorea was the moſt cummodious place t 
deſign to land in. But, in general, 1 told them to thi 
purpoſe 1 that if we never r any thing till we ha 
anſwered all objettions, we might fit with our fingers . 
bur mouths all our days, untl pine and languill gur tech 
ous lives in bondage that the project hd its dillieuttio 
I confeſſed 1 but what has not that e commendable 4 
'yloriovs! Yes, whatever diffievIties and dangers we ſhoul 
meet with, Liberty! kept in our View, Wan | 1 wereren 1 
ngers we might encounter in attempting ta 1evaly, 
"They were well tatished with what was laid, and all r 
gaged to venture the utmolt they were able and bud 
accompliſh it, een 
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In the cellar we began our work; and firſt we pro- 
vided a piece of timber about twelve feet long to make 
the keel; but, becauſe it was impollible to convey a piece 
of timber of that length ont of the city, without its be» 
ng ſeen, and of that v4 c, but it muſt be ſuſpeRed, and 
mat ſulpicion would bun us into examination, and the 
ck or battoon might extort a confellſion from the moſt 
clolute and ob{tinat* breast, we therefore cu ut into two 
pieces, and fitted it ſor joining juſt in the micdle, Our 
rext care was the timbers or ros of the boat, which. we 
contrived thus: every one of the timbers was male of 
three pieces, and jointed in two places; becauſe a Who! 
rib, at its full length, woull be liable to the fame incon- 
veniencies with the keel. Now underſtand, that the joints 
of the ribs were not made with mortice and tenon ; but 
the {lat ſide of one of the three pieces were laid over the 
other, and two holes were bored at every joint, into which 
two nails were to be put, when we Mila join the parcels 
of our boat together, You muſt underſtand further, that 
theſe two holes at every joint weie not made in a ſtraight 
line parallel with the tides of the pieces for then the, 
three pieces, which make one rib, being joined together 
would have made one ſtraight piece a form which would 
by no means agree with the uſe and deſign of the timbers 3 
but ſo, that when buth the nails were in the holes, each 
joint would make an obtuſe angle, and ſo incline as near 
a ſemicircular figure as our occatiun required. All this 
while there was no provilion made for boards to cloath the 
naked ribs of our boat, without which the keel and tim- 
bers looked but like an uſeleſs anatomy; but neither had 
we, nor was it poſſible we ſhould have any boards in our 
vellel, Neceſlity is the beſt artificer when all is done, 
to which the world has been beholden for the moſt uſeful 
Inventions which at this day eale the labour of mankind, 
For the joining of theſe boards, and the nailing of them, 
to make the buat water-tight, would vecation ſuch a ela- 
moruus echo in the cellar by the hammering as mull 
have drawn upon us the Jon ous eyes of the Algerines, 
who about their wives and [laves are truly (ulpicious g we 
therefore reſulved to buy as much ſtrong canvas as would 
vaver our boat twice over upon the convex of the | 
we provided as much pitch, tar, and tallow, as would 
ſerve to make it a Kind of tarpaulin ſear-cloth to {wads * 
die the naked budy of my boat and earthen pots 
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to melt our materials in, and fixed a night wherein we 
might execute that part of our labour. "The two cerpen- 
ters and myſelf undertook this ſervice in the cellar, and 
all went on very well, We had ſtopped all the crevices 
and corners, that the ſteam of the melted materials might 
not creep out and betray us, (there being no chimney :) 
but we had not been lung at work, before I felt myſel! 
exceedingly ſick with the ſtrong and unuſual ſcent thai 
aroſe, and was forced to go out into the ſtreet to gaſp for 
breath, where meeting the cold air, it overcame me, and | 
fell down and bruiſed my face, and there lay till my com. 

anions came out to ſeek me, and carried me in «yain, 
— of them was ſoon taken lick ulſo, and now our work 
{ſtood ſti}l, I began to ſear that our hopeful project would 
prove ebortive, eſpecially if we [uffered our (prrits to cou! 
over the deſign ; I therefore adviſe! the door to be ſet 
open, telling them, that if we {houl-l bg difcovered, that 
the crime would be charged on me, and I muſt ar (wer for 
all. At length the door was let open, ard we ſoon recu- 
vered, and went on with our bugnels, and pitched one 
Half that night, The next might we met again, and the) 
proceeded with the work, while I Rood centinel at the 
door to give notice of appruaching danger; but we hap» 
pily finiſhed the whole; and while it was yet dark, car- 
ried it to my hep, which was about a furlong from the 
cellar, and there ſor the preſent ſecured it, We next held 
a conſultation how to convey all out of town, and hide 
them in ſecure and 11 iity places, 

As Adams had long exerciſed the trade of a bricklayer, 
and as his employment lay much without the town, we 
unanimouſly judged him the fitteſt perlon to carry the 
keel, eſpecially as he uſed ſuch pieces in leveling his 
work: he therefore, accoutred with his apron upon him, 
his trowel in his hand, and one of the pieces upon his 
ſhoulder, undertook it, and went cleverly away with it, 
and as he ſaw his opportunity, hid 1: in the bottom of the 
hedge ; and not long after conveyed out its fellow, and 
lodged it in the ſame place. This lucceeding ſo happily, 
we law no great difficulty with the timbers; for we put 
one nail in a hole of every joint; and then it will be eaſy 
to conceive that the two extreme pieces of one rib, being 
folded inwards upon the middlemoſt, will lie in the room 
of ons of the pieces for length, excepting that little which 
the ends uf each piece were beyond the holes, Now, by 
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e Ecencrat conſent, the conveying of theſe out of the cit 
„Jas committed to one whole employment was to wa 

d anall cloaths by the ſea-fide; he put them into a bag 
Ss Wamongit his cloaths, and ſo very orderly carried them 
t ont, and hid them where he could find moſt commodious 
) Witowage, but yet with ro[pett to the nearnels to that place 
I! where the keel was laid, 

I But how to convey our tarpaulin ſafe out of town ſeem- 


ed moſt diflicult, By night it was impoſſible ; and by day 
| Wthe diſliculiies were conliderable, and the danger pro» 
„ Mp1tiovate ; ſor the gutes are ſtirifily watched, the ſtreets 
„ Werowded, the (pies pickarooning in every corner, and the 
alk of the canvas thus dreſled was very great. To di- 
die it had been to ruin ourlelves ; ſor no — 
er again could ſo cheat the ſearching water, but it 


t Wwould find out the needle holes. At laſt we ventured ta 
it Put it into a large ſack, and committed it to him that uſed 
r 0 Wall cloaths; and. leſt any mould clap a jealous hand 
pon it, we put a pillow over our canvas within the bag, 
e Wo that its fotinels might delude the inquilitor, and make 
'Y We pol ſor cloaths, | 
Ve had yet many things to provide, among which oars 
b ere abſolutely necellary, To ſupply them we took two 

pe ſlaves, and liting them acrols from corner to corner 
\e With a ſaw, we made of each two rude things, which ne- 
ld Ney was pleaſed to entitle the blades of a pair af oars þ 
le ud theſe were ealily conveyed out without ſulpieion. 

We next conhdered that proviſion muſt be laid in for 

r, Ihe voyage; and therefore we procured a ſinall, and but a. 
ve nat, quantity of bread, prefuming our ſtay at ſea muſt be 

ut hort; for either we ſhould ſpeedily recover land, or 
is Peedily be drowned, or ſoon be brought back again, TW o 
n, oat's !kins alſo, ſtript off Whole, and fo tanned (a kind of 
oule much uſed by the Algerines to carry milk and wa- 
rin) we had, which we lined with freſh water, that we. 
he new would be a great rapi v in the Mediterranean. 
\Ve procured ſome canvas for a {ail to help us on our 
Ys 3˙55 which, to {top a diſpute that aroſe on the ſub- 
et, 1 undertook to carry out: but Thad no: gone two 
1longs, beſore, caſting my eyes back, I obſerved the 
ame 'py that had once before ſeized me, and occaſioned 
e trouble, following me with a quick pace. This threw 
e into a very ſingular dilemna, which threatened in an 
i[tant to overturn the _ projęct for our Celiverance,, 
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and conſign me to a violent puniſlnentof more embitteredſſ] 5. 
ſlavery, Ihe moment was precious, and I did not walte 1, | 
My mind ſtrugtzled hard at the inltant, and 1 ſucceeded, . 
ublerved an Engliſhman waſhing cloaths by the ſea; andi 
occuried to me, that my goin 10 Rinn and geting him to hel .. 
me to waſh the canvas, would deceive the ſpy, and it h. p 
the delired efleftt, As we were waſhing it, he came, a 
ſtood upon the rock juſt above our heads, to watch ourn on 
tions} and as ſoon as we had a little formally waſhed ! 
took and ſpread before his fice upon the top of the wel — 
to dry, He . his bon time, and then marched of 

leaving me fully ſatisfied my manoeuvre had fiwreede WM of 
But ti 1 judged it necellaty to be further guarded 3 an th 
therefore fearing he might he in ambutl for me, took the = 
canvas, when diy, and very fairly carried it back into 1} ga 


cuy; and acquainted my accumplices of the matter, whic! a6} 
ſomewhat dilcouraged them at firſt, but they were {lil! de] ye 
termined to perſevere, "i 
We comforted and er.couraged one another, and entered hz 
into council to ſettle where and how we ſhould meet that the 
night, when we thould put cu boat together, and wheel 
put to ſea. We fixed an eleven at night io mect ina valley a 
encompaſſed by two hedges, about half a mile from the ſea the 
ad we diſperſed diftetent ways, to prevent ſuſpicion, til ere 
the time appointed. 8 # 
It may be aſked what I did with my ſhop and geods, cr ur. 

my having reſolved upon this adventure, and ſeeing ou... 
ſcheme going on proſperoully ! To this I reply, that 1 pairs 
my patron my wonted viſits, kept fair eorreſpondencl,,. 
with him, and duly paid his demands; but at the ſame timo 


privately carried off my goods as faſt as I could, and turne. 
all into ready money, I had a trunk, with a falſe bottom 
into which 1 put what gold and ſilver 1 had; and into the 
body of the trunk whatever elle it would hold, or wa 
worth taking ſuch care of; and this trunk 41 privately com 
mitted to the lidelity of our miniſter Mr, | wh 
took charge of it, and faithfully ſecured, and careful! 
brought it over, and as honeſtly delivered it to me as 100! 
as he knew 1 was come back to Scotland, 
As loon ag we were met all together at the appointed 
lace, we began to execute our intended delign, We had 
pid ſeveral of our materials near the top of the hill, where 
grew a [tnall fig-tree, which we had matked in our eve, 4 
gueging it would be uleful to ſhergthen the keel of © 
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ed boat, Two of our company were therefore immediately 
nl {patched to ſaw it down, and bring it, and the parcels of 
WI ow boat there depolited, away with them to the valley 
a1 where our work was tobe finiſhed; But they had ſcarcely 
el got to the place, when we heard dogs bark at the top of the 
1 and, indeed, two men, with dogs, came Very near 
mem: but they lay cloſe and (till 3 and they paſſed with» 
out making any diſcovery; and then our men beſtirred 
themlelves, and brought m_ the fig-tree, and the other 
materials depoſited there, and came to us, 
And now we had once more brought the ſcattered limbs 


therefore we all buckled io our work in me earneſt but 
were ſo nigh {ume that were at work in the neighbouring 
gardeus, that we could hear thewvſpeak ; and therefore wa 
atted by ſigns, and pointed, and pulled, and nodded; but 
were all mutes. It might have been an expedient for the 


there was confuſion poured out upon their ears and coun- 
lels, as well as diviſions in their tongues and languages, 


ou mall cords, and ſo we lerve 
P*'Mfirm and ſtable; then we bound ſmall canes all along 
encVthe ribs lengthways, both to keep them from wearing, and 


uno to bear out the canvas very ſteff againſt the preſling. 


rn Wwater : then we made notches upon the end of the ribs, or 
tO Wtimbers, wherein the oars might ply: and having tied down 


obne ſeats, and ſtrengtbened our keel with the tig tree, wo 


Wag drew on our double canvas caſfe,.already fitted; and 
cOT-Weally the canvas ſeemed a winding ſheet for our boat, and 
our boat a coffin for us all. This done, four of our come 

ful!) any took it upon their {houlders, and carried it down 
100 WS owards the lea, which was about half a mile off. 


As we went along, they that were in the gardens heard. 


inte. palling by, and called to us, Who comes there? But it 


vherWi out any an{wer, we lente held on our way, 


ve. 1 When we came to the ſea-lide, we immediately ſtripe 
OW (vl ves naked, and putting our cloaths into the boat, 


13 


of our boat into one place, It was no time to trifle, and 


builders of Babel, when their languages were divided, to 
have carried on their great project by ſigns; but certainly 


Ihe two parts of our keel we ſoon joined ; th opening. 
the timbers, which had already one nail in every joint, we: 
groped fur. the other hole, and put its nail into it: then 
opened them at their full length, and applied them to- 
Leime top of the heel, * them with rope-yarn and. 

all the joints to keep them 


vas dak, and we had no mind to prate; and therefore, 


— ——— —füä—— 
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carried it and them as far into the ſea as we could wade 
and this we did, leſt our tender boat ſhould be torn againſt 
the Nones or rocks; and then all ſeven of us got into her. 
But here we ſoon found our {kill in calculating the lad. 
ing of our veſſel failed us; for we were no ſooner embatk. 
ed, than ſhe was ready to link under us, the water coming 
in over the ſides. At laſt one, whoſe heart moſt failed 
him, was willing to be left out; and rather hazard the un. 
<2rtain torments of the land, than certainly be drowned a: 
ſea, Then we made a ſecond experiment; but till ſhe wes 
{o deep ladet, that we all concluded there was no venturing 
out to ſea. At length another went aſhore, and then ſhe 
held up ker head very ſtoutly, and ſeemed hearty enough 
for our voyage. It was time now to commit ourſelves and 
vellel to the waves, under the protection of God; and 
taking a ſolemn farewell of our two companions, whom 
we lett behind, and wiſhing them as much happineſs as 
tould be hoped for in ſlavery, and they to us as = a life 
as could be expected by men apparently going to their 
graves, we launched out upon the goth of June, in the 
year of our Lord 1782, a night forever to be remembere« 
with the following bill of lading : John Anthony, William 
Adams, John Jephs, John Wilton, William Oakley, and 
myſelf, | 

We were now at fea, without helm or pilot, without 
anchor, tackle, or compafs. Our number was but ſmall, 
our work was great; we could not aflord one idle hand, 
nor one idle finger. The employment of the hixth man 
was more caſy, but neceflary, which was to free the boat of 
the water which by degrees leaked through our canvas. 

We laboured the harder that night, becauſe we woul 
gladly be out of the ken of Gur old maſters next dav; bu 
when day appeared, We 3 within ſight of their ſhips 
that lay in the haven and road, and vl the land: but our 
bout being, (mall, and lying clote and {nug upon the lea, 
either was not at all dilcoverd, or elle leemed {ſomething 
at was not worth the taking up, A little hope in the 
nad of preat fears wade us double and 1edouble our dili. 
genes; we tupged at the oats like thole who were chained 
to the gallies, becaule we had no mind to be ſlaves to ov! 
eld patrons in their gallics, But we ſoon found our want 
of forecaſt; for our bread, which was to be the {tuft of out 
decayed Arenj;th, had laid ſoaking in the ſult water, and 
Was due ode, and cut frelh water in the bullies ſhun, 
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of the tanned ſkins andowze, having lain in the ſalt water, 
which made it nauleous. But yet that hope which hovered 
over us, and flattered us that we ſhould one day mend our 
commons, {weetened all again, So long as bread was bread, 
we complained not. Three days with good huſbandry it 
laſtcd; but then pale famine (which is the worlt ſhape death 
can be painted 1n) ſtared us in the face: and there was no 
ſubſtitute for bread at ſea, At land, the roots or graſs, the 
ops of trees, and the vileſt excrements, have ſerved to ſtop 
the ctamour of a ravenous ſtomach; but that which ſlaves 
leſpiſed, we ſhould have admired and prized, Water, in- 
deed, we might have, either cold or hot; we had choice,but 
it was a hard choice; either the cold ſalt- water out of the 
ſea, or that warmer, which had been ſtrained through our 
bodies, and that we choſe of the two; but we muſt not 
have that after a while, unleſs we could firſt accept the 
other; and the miſery was, theſe did not alluage our thirſt, 
but increale it ; nor increaſe our ſtrength, but diminiſh it; 
yet theſe were the means of life. Strange means, that 
would deſtroy the end. 

The wind was alſo full againſt us; and we were now ſo 
diſpirited, that we debated whether we ſhould bear up with 
the wind, or make the beſt of our way, and row againſt it? 
That is, whether it was not better to go back to Algiers with 
eale, than painfully make towards freedom Liberty, hows 
ever,preponderated the ſcale; and conſident that Providence 
would relieve us, we reſolved not to return; but whilſt we 
had liſe,and ſtrength, and breath, we would ſtruggle with it. 

A lec ond great inconveniency was, that our labour was 
without intermiſlion ; though we advanced not forwards 
at many ſtrokes, yet cellation had driven us backwards, 
lhe poor centinel that ſtands upon the watch, comforts 
himſelf that another will relieve him, but we had none to 
take the toil off our hands, and give us reſpite; we might 
{hiſt our places, but not our pains, 

A third great evilthat lay ſore upon us, was the extremity 
of the heat by day. The lealon was raging hot, being the be. 
ginning of July;the climate was hot; we wanted freth water 
to coolthe heat: and all theſe made it almoſt inſupportable 
io our botlies,and our littleor no hope(which now — cane 


dle burnt down to the ſocket) made it grievous to our ſouls, - 
One {nall help we had (if it may be 16 called) that the 
man, who emptied the boat of ſalt water, threw it upon the 
bo. lies of the telt to cool them; but this was a milerable te- 


J 
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me ; fer our bodies were ſo bleached between the ſcoroh.- 
ing ſun and cooling water, that they roſe in bliſters all over, 
If any ſhould be fo inquiſitive as to aſk by what direc. 
tions we ſteered our courſe, that we did not tack about 
inſenſibly in the night, or even day, he muſt know, that 
for the day, one of the company had a pocket dial, which 
ſupplied the place of a compaſs, even well enough fer 
ſuch a veſſel and ſuch mariners. By night, when the ſtans 
appeared,we had our advice from them; and when they dil: 
appeared we gueſſed our way by the motion of the clouds, 
n this ſad and woeful plight we continued four day 
and nights. On the filth day we were on the brink of 
deſpair, and all hope that we ſhould be ſaved utterly pe- 
riſned; and now, as perſons deſpairing of the end, we 
ceaſed to purſue the means, laid by our oars, and left off 
our labour, Either we had no ſtrength left, or were loth 
to throw away that little we had to no purpoſe ; only we 
kept ſtill emptying the boat; loth to drown, loth to die, 
yet knew no ways to avoid death, When the end is re- 
moved, all means periſh with it, But whilſt we were at 
this dead ebb of hope, as we lay hulling up and down, we 
diſcovered a turtle not far from us aſleep. in the ſea, 
When the great Drake diſcovered the Spaniſh Plate-ſleet, 
he could not have rejoiced more, Once again we be- 
thought ourſelves of our bars; and now our little boat 
ſhewed itſelf to be of the right breed of Algiers, made of 
iratic timber, and to its poor ability would become a cor- 
fair. We lilently rowed to our prey, took it into the boat 
with great triumph, cut of her head, and let her bleed 
into a pot; we drank the blood, cat the liver, and ſucked 
the fleſh. Warm fleſh and hot liquor (except our own) 
had been a great rarity with us a long time; it was a no- 
velty, and wonderfully refreſhed our (pirits, and recruited 
nature! We left our fears behind us; we pickt up ſome 
{cattered crumbs of hope; and about noon we diſcovered, 
or thought we dilcovered, land, It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the joy and triumph of our elevated louls at this * 
prehenlion. It brought freſh blood into our veilts, fre 
colour into our pale cheeks; we looked not like men 
awaked from ſleep, nor like captives broke from the chains 
of Algiers, but like perſons raifed from the dead, 
Yet (till we wrought hard, Hope did us that kindneſs, 
that it put us upon an earneſt defire to lee whether we 
were deceived or not, After ſome further labour, we 
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grew more conſident, and at laſt we were ſatisfied it was 
land, I hope I ſhall never forget what ſenſe we had of 
God's goudneſs upon that allurance, Extremes equally 
annoy, and ſometimes infatuate the mind, They tell us, 
in Greenland, the extremity of cold will make iron ſtick 
to the ſingers, as our experience aſſures us what extremit 
of heat will do; for now, like diſtrated perſons, we all 
leaped into the ſea, quitting our boat, and being all good 
{wimmers, we there bathed, and cooled our parched bo- 
dies; an adventure which, if well conſidered, had much 
folly and danger in it; for we were now at the mercy of 
the ſharks, which might have amuſed themſelves with 
Mearing off a leg or an arm; and our over-heated bodies 
were open to receive the impreſſions of that cold element; 
but as we never conſidered our danger, God delivered us 
from the ordinary effects of ſuch folly ; we preſently re- 
turned to our boat, and being both wearied with labour, 
and cooled a little by the bathing, we all lay down to ſleep 
with as much unconcern as if we had been in our beds on 
terra firma. | 

Being thus refreſhed, we found new ſtrength for our 
work, We tugged the harder at the oar, becaule we hoped 
before long to lleep upon a more ſtable element. But we 
made our way but very flowly; and when we caſt up the 
account of our progreſs, ſound that we had gone but a ſhoit 
diſtance in along time. Towards evening we diſcovered 
another iſland, The firſt we ſaw was Majorca, and the 
next Fromentere, All the night we rowed very hard 
and the next day, which was the ſixth of July, we kept 
within fight of it all day; and about ten o'clock at night we 
came under the iſland ; but the rocks there were lo craggy 


and ſteep, that we could not climb up. 


While we were under theſe rocks there came a veſſel 
very near us, Let the reader imagine how loth we were 
to loſe all our toil and travail, to forego our deliverance, to 
have this rich mercy which God had put into our handy, 
wreſted out of them again by ſome Turkiſh pickaroon or 
corlair, that are always ikimming thole ſeas, Ii concerned 
us therefore to lie cloſe, They paſſed by; and we gent! 
moved along the cualt as near the ſhore as we durit, till 
we found a convenient —— where we might thruſt in our 
weather-beaten boat, hen we were come to land, we 
were not inſenſible of our deliverance, though we were as 
men newly awakened out of a dream, 
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We had had no food ſince we eat the liver, and drank 
the blood of the turtle; and therefore, leaving four of 
our company with the boat, the other two, viz. John An- 
thony, and myſelf, were {ent out to ſcout abroad for fre{h 
water; and the rather we were ſent, becauſe this Johr 
Anthony could ſpeak both the Spaniſh and Italian lan 
guages very perfectly; and I knew-as much of the Spaniſh 
as might ſerve to expreſs our wants and deſires. We were 
not far gone before we came into a wood, and we were ir. 
a wilderneſs in our thoughts which way to take. Ile 
would needs go one way, and I another, Good God! 
what a frail ny 1195 thing is man! That they whor. 
common dangers by ſea had united, ſhould now about our 
own wills fall out at land! And yet thus we did. Ile 
gave me reproachful words, and it was well we came not 
to blows, But | went my own way, and he ſeeing me re- 
ſolute, followed me; and the Providence of God, not deal- 
ing with us according to our forwardnelſs, followed us 
both. This way led to a watch tower of the Spaniards, 
many of which they have upon the [ea-coalts, to give the 
country timely notice of any pickaroons that come aſhore 
to rob and { oil. 

When we came within call, fearing the centinel might 
fire at us, we ſpoke to him upon the watch; told 
him our cordition, what we were, whence we came, and 
how we eſcaped ; and earneſtly begged of him to direct us 
to ſome freſh water, and in the mean time to beſtyw upon 
us a little bread. He very kindly threw us down an old 
mouldy cake; but ſo long as it was a cake, and not a ſtone, 
or a bullet, hunger did not conlider its mouldineſs, He 
then directed us to freſh water, which was hard by, We 
did not (tand telling ſtortes; we remembered ourſel ver 
We did not forget our brethren left in the boat: but ob. 
ſerving the centinel's direftions, haſtened to the well, 
where there was a pail with ſtiings to draw the water 
with, We drank ſore, and cat a bit of qQur cake; but the 
pallage was ſo diſuſed, that we had much adv to force our 
throats to relieve our craving flomachs, We returned to 
our boat, and, welcomed by our companions, uequainted 
them with the good ſucceſs of our embaily, and we all 
prepared to go to the well, 

As we were going, or ra her creeping ar graivling, t0- 
wards the well, another quarrel aroſe tmong us, the recol- 
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ection of which is ſo ungrateful, that I ſhall bury it in 
lence, the beſt tomb for controverſies, 
When it was clear day, we addreſſed ourſelves once 
re to the man upon the watch-tower, intreating him to 
direct us the readieſt way to the next houſe or town, 
here we might find relief. He civilly pointed us towards 
a houſe about two miles off, whither with joyful hearts 
ve began to travel; but our feet were very raw, and bliſ- 
tered ; and long it was before we could overcome the te- 
iouſneſs of theſe two miles. When we came to the houſe, 
he owner eſpying us, concluding, by our ſhabby garb, that 
vere ſome pillaging raſcals, preſented a fowling piece 
at us and charged us to ſtand. The foremoſt of our com- 
any; who could {peak the language ell meekly told 
im he might {pare that language, that we were not 
able, if we had ſo wicked a will, nor inclined, if we 
vere able, to offer him the leaſt injury; that we were a 
-ompany of poor creatures, whom the wonderful Provi. 
lence of God had reſcued from the flavery of the Alge- 
ines, and hoped he would ſthew mercy to the afflicted. 
Ihe honeſt farmer, moved with our relation, ſent us out 
„rad, water, and olives, with which, when we had re— 
reſhed ourſelves, we lay down, and reſted three or four 
ours in the field, and returning thanks for his charity, 
wrepared to crawl away at our lame rate, He ſeeing us 
hankful beggars, enlarged his civility to us, called us into 
iis houſe, and gave us good warm bean pottage, which 
eemed to me the moſt pleaſant food I ever eat in m 
ife, Out leave once more taken, we advanced towards 
he city of Majorca, which from this place is about ten 
niles. No water could we meet with upon our way; but 
wade wwening we diſcovered a perſon drawing water at 
well ; we haſtened to him, _ he drew ſome for us. 
955 was our (upper, and there was our lodging fur that 
gnt, 
lhe next m_— we came into the ſuburbs of the city. 
lhe ſtrangeneſs of our attire, being bare-footed, bare- 
exged, and having nothing but loole coats over our ſhirts, 
Newa crowd of enquirers about us, to know who we 
vere, whence we came. and whither we went, We gave 
hem a particular account of our deliverance, with its 
\rcumſtances ; and they, as willing to pity as to know our 
late, and as ready to relieve as pity, accommodated us 
vr the preſent with food, They gave us wine, and drink, 
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and whatever elſe they thought-likely to recover our ex, 
hauſted ſpirits; but told us we muſt tarry in the ſubuths, 
till the governor had notiee that ſuch ſtrangers Were en. 
tived. He had ſoon information of us, and we had ſon 
4 command to appear before him. He examined us abg,t 
many affafte and aſked what men of war the Algerines| 
had at fea, what ſirength they hach at land, and Was tht 
eurivus and exakt in latlofying WimTſelf about ou elcipr, 
bur boat, and our hagartls at feat wherein when we ly: 
fully obeyed him, he ordered we should be maſntained 
his own oft, until we could have a paste to our oy 
count! y, 

In the mean while the people gathered us money 
buy vs cloaths, and toes, wn we wanted nothing that 
nature called for but thankful hearts to Gold; Aſt 
(thanking in the moſt public manner our generous uf 
un — Bang fuftors, I ſhippedhmplelf on hoard the Cams, 
tor London, whither, when 1 arrived, hach rein proviy 
of the mmererful Providence of God, nut only in the pie 
enten of Hy own prifur, but allo in that of thy pe 
Other ant daiightey, 

| had now been abſent from ON England ane tc 
rears, WW iff of five of which | had (pent It a tedion: 
rasch of Navery i therefore, a4 all worldly things ar F 
hett te change, It is 14 be expeited 1 found oy ay 
alas With altered; but, Haweven, through the beneve 
lence of the Almighty, not lo had, but 1 had infinite Fe 
n to be thankful for his manifold mercies, | 


i 


THE END, 
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